
In 2009, marijuana became de facto legalized through the commercialization of the medical marijuana industry. In November of 
2012, Colorado voters passed constitutional amendment 64, which also legalized marijuana for recreational purposes for anyone 
over the age of 21. The amendment allowed for licensed marijuana retail stores, cultivation operations, and edible manufacturers.

impaired driving
- Impaired driving related to marijuana is increasing - 77% of total DUIDs involve 
   marijuana. (Colorado State Patrol)

youth marijuana use
- Just one year after Colorado legalized marijuana (2013), past month marijuana use 
  among those ages 12 to 17 years increased 6.66%.

- The national past month marijuana use rate for youth (12 to 17) is 7.15%. In Colorado it is 
  11.16%. (SAMHSA.gov)

- Drug related suspensions/expulsions have increased by 34%. (Colorado Department of Education)

adult marijuana use
- In 2013, Colorado was ranked 2nd in the nation for current marijuana use among
  college-age adults (18 to 25). (This is 53.62% higher than the national average).

- Just one year after Colorado legalized marijuana (2013), past month marijuana use  
  among college-age adults (18 to 25) increased 8.4%.

- In 2013, Colorado was ranked 5th in the nation for current marijuana use among adults 26+ 
  years (85.87% higher than the national average).

- In just one year when Colorado legalized marijuana (2013), past month marijuana use 
  among adults 26+ years increased 32.8%. (SAMHSA.gov)

er and hospital marijuana-related admissions
- Marijuana-related hospital admissions doubled in 2014 after legalization. (Colorado 
  Department of Public Health and Environment)
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help keep michigan safe from the danger of marijuana

unlawful public display/consumption of marijuana
- In one year (2013 to 2014) when retail marijuana businesses began operating, there 
  was a 318% increase in arrests/citations in Denver, Colorado. (Denver Police Department)

diversion by parcel mail
- In just one year (2013 to 2014), when retail marijuana businesses began operating,  
  there was a 55% increase in Colorado marijuana seized in the mail. (United States Postal  
  Inspection Services)

alcohol consumption is as strong as ever
- Colorado’s consumption of alcohol in gallons per calendar year has increased 4% from 2013 
  to 2014, dispelling the myth that users will switch from alcohol to marijuana. (Colorado 
  Departmet of Revenue)

marijuana-related exposure
- Marijuana-related calls to the Rocky Mountain Poison and Drug Center increased 70% from 
  2013 to 2014. (Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment)

- There was a 400% increase in THC-infused edible exposures reported by the Rocky 
  Mountain Poison and Drug Center from 2013 to 2014. (The Rocky Mountain Poison and Drug Center)

diversion of colorado marijuana
- Prior to the commercialzation of medical marijuana in 2009, there was a yearly average of  
  52 interdiction seizures between 2005 and 2008. In 2014, there were 360 interdiction seizures 
  of Colorado marijuana destined for other states - a 592% increase!

- A 2014 survey of approximately 100 interdiction experts estimated they seize only 10% or 
  less of what gets through undetected. (El Paso Intelligence Center)

thc extraction labs (concentrates)
- In one year (2013 to 2014), when retail marijuana businesses began operating, there 
  was a 167% increase in explosions involving THC extraction labs. (Rocky Mountain HIDTA)
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