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Message from the Headteacher 

Welcome back to everyone. I hope you all had a relaxing summer and had some time to relax and recuperate – I know I 

definitely did. 

There have been a few changes in school over the summer you may have noticed the reception area looks very different - 

it is a work in progress as unfortunately not all of the furniture that was ordered has arrived yet. EYFS have had 

improvements made to the storage with four very large (and very heavy) cupboards being installed – thank you to the 

parents who came in during the holidays to move the cupboards from the playground in to the classroom. Another thank 

you to those parents who helped to lay the woodchip on the pathways in the orchard – the children have already been 

using this very valuable Outdoor Learning Environment and have commented on how good it looks. 

We now have a blackboard situated outside the school in the morning to let the children know the daily menu. Once we 

have given out all of the responsibilities it will be the children in Year 6 who will be responsible for this. 

Phase two of the window replacement is due to take place this term with new windows and external doors to all of the 

classrooms. 

We will be continuing to work on Growth Mindset this year  and will be talking about the ‘Learning Pit’ I will talk in more 

detail about this at the Meet the Teacher/Headteacher meetings (see dates below for dates). 

And finally following on from our Road to Rio activities last term and inspired by the Olympics we have some new sports 

clubs that are starting such as gymnastics, archery and fencing – there will be more to follow throughout the year.  

Kind regards 

Mrs E. 

 

The value for this half-term is: 

Endurance 

 

Values Education 

Jonathan and Lindsay came in on Wednesday for worship and spoke about starting right. The quoted Charles Spurgeon, a 

Baptist minister from the nineteenth century, who said: ‘Begin as you mean to go on, and go on as you began.’ The Baptist 

church is celebrating two hundred years of being in Quainton village and Year 1 to 6 have been invited to visit. More 

information to follow. 
 

House Competition  

 

 

Cautley Brett Klee      

0 0 0            
                        Not enough points earned yet. 

                      (The grand total will be revealed at the end of the term). 

 

            

Meet the teacher/Headteacher – Year 1 to Year 6 

We have used the same format for the meetings as last year as they were very well received and attended. Please see 

below for your child’s class date. Unfortunately we have not been able to set a date for Year 1. We will organise that as 

soon as we get back and will let you know. 

 

EYFS New Parents Coffee Morning 

We have organised a coffee morning for all new parents to EYFS to come along and chat with Miss Guy & Mrs Evans. This 

will take place at the George and Dragon Coffee Shop who have kindly said that we can use their premises. The coffee 

morning will be on Tuesday 27th September at 9am – we look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Safeguarding 

An updated version of the DFE safeguarding document was released on the 1st of September  ‘Keeping Children Safe in 

Education’   The document contains information on what schools ‘should do and sets out the legal duties with which 

schools and colleges must comply with in order to keep children safe’. One example of the procedures that we have put 
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in place is that no unauthorised adult should be on the premises without signing in – this includes parents coming on to 

the playground in the morning and walking in to classrooms. We apologise if this appears unfriendly and thank you for 

your cooperation with, what I am sure you will agree, is the school’s top priority keeping your child safe. Mrs Evans  

 

Clubs 

As you may have read on Parentmail there will be a wide variety of clubs running this year both before and after school 

and also at lunchtime. We want children to want to go to a club of their choice and to be committed to that club.  Last 

year we had several children who took a place in a club and then gave up.  This year we will be introducing a charge for 

all clubs (apart from those run at lunchtime) and we ask that parents pay in advance of the club. Refunds will only be given 

in exceptional circumstances. If you are on a low income you may be entitled to a Pupil Premium grant which will enable 

us to fund a place for your child – please contact the school if you think this applies to you. Most of the clubs run by 

external providers will begin week commencing the 12th September (apart from Hercules which starts on the 19th); clubs 

run by staff at school will begin week commencing the 19th September – more information to follow next week. 

 

Maths Project 

A reminder that we are very fortunate to have been chosen to be part of the Governments National Project to 

encourage Greater Depth in maths learning. We will be working with our local Maths Hub who will be supporting 

schools to experience, experiment with, and implement teaching for mastery approaches in maths lessons. 

 

More information can be found at: https://www.ncetm.org.uk/  

 

Assessment 

We will be continuing to use the Learning Ladders assessment tool in school this year. Introducing an assessment tool 

that replaces levels has been more of a challenge than we realised however, I am confident that once the children are 

more involved in self assessment of their work standards will improve even further. The children will be using Learning 

Ladders more frequently in lessons and we hope to introduce the Parent Portal before the end of the year. Mrs Evans 

More information can be found at: https://www.learningladders.info/  

 

PTA News 

Welcome back to you all and especially to the parents of the new reception class.  The PTA are planning some fun events 

for the next year which we will share with you over the next few months.  So for now, here are a few reminders... 

Match funding - If you work for a large company and think they offer this type of scheme please let us know. More 

information about match funding is available here: quaintonschoolpta.webs.com/match-funding. 

Easyfundraising - Quainton School is registered with easyfundraising.org.uk. It's a great way to raise additional money 

just by shopping online. You don’t pay anything extra.  There are nearly 3,000 retailers on board ready to make a 

donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Argos, Tesco and Sainsbury's. 

It's really simple, all you have to do is: 

   1.  Join    - if you sign up using this link: www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/62ZFMT/ we get even more money! 

   2.  Shop    - either go to the easyfundraising website first or install the easyfundraising toolbar and press the button 

before you purchase. The toolbar gives you a useful reminder too.  

   3.  Get a donation - After you've checked out, that retailer will make a donation to us for no extra cost whatsoever! 

'Schoolwear for Less' - Every time a parent buys some uniform from Schoolwear for Less we get a donation. Last year we 

received a cheque for over £300. Thank you for your contributions! 

If you are at all interested in being involved with the PTA (committee member, willing helper or otherwise) please 

contact Jo Cane, Secretary (jocane@badgermole.com) or Greta Nicholls, Chair (greta_tugwell@hotmail.com).  

Alternatively grab us in the school yard for an informal chat. 

 

Out and About 

Class R - settling into school, learning our classroom rules and their way around the classroom. We have also been 

learning different nursery rhymes each day. This weeks are hickory dickory dock, incy wincy spider, teddy bear teddy 

bear, two little dickie birds and old mcdonald had a farm. 

Class 1 - have had a busy week settling into their new classroom routines. They have created their own rules, thought 

about how they learn as part of our school growth mindset project and created apple art work that is going to be 

submitted to the Eco farm for their Apple Day competition.  We have also been blackberry picking, estimating the 

amount we collected and using them in our apple and blackberry crumble.  

Class 2 – Welcome back.  Children have settled into Year 2 and are becoming familiar with our daily routines.  Children 

have been learning to work together on problem solving in Maths.  An excellent start to the Year. 

Class 3 – This week we have started our topic on the Romans and in Science we have been looking at skeletons. 

Class 4 - have been settling into their new classroom and routines. They have achieved this very well. Children have been 

making collage pictures as part of the Green Dragon Eco farm's Apple Day competition 

Class 5 –Welcome back!  The class have already made a start on our space topic, we are hoping to visit the National 

Space Centre this term so please look out for the letter.  We have looked at word class and similies to help us write a 

piece of poetry whilst in maths we have been using addition to help us with problem solving skills.  The children have 

been thinking about the characteristics of good learners which has resulted in some very interesting discussion and we 

have gone onto relate this to growth mindset something that we will be looking at throughout the year.  

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/
https://www.learningladders.info/
http://quaintonschoolpta.webs.com/match-funding
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/62ZFMT/
mailto:jocane@badgermole.com
mailto:greta_tugwell@hotmail.com
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Class 6 – have settled in very well to their new position as top of the school!  Learning their new roles and 

responsibilities, plus getting used to the new timetable. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

Date Event Time 

Autumn Term 2016 
1

st
 September INSET DAY – School closed to Pupils  

2
nd

 September INSET DAY – School closed to Pupils  

5
th

 September Start of School Year  

13
th

 September Year 6 Transfer Preparation Test morning 

15
th

 September Year 6 Transfer Test morning 

18
th

 September  October Lunch and Breakfast club form 

deadline 

 

16
th

 September Year 6 - Meet the Teacher/Headteacher 2.45pm (approx. 30 mins) 

19
th

 September Year 2 – Meet the Teacher/Headteacher 9am (approx. 30 mins) 

19
th

 September Year 3  – Meet the Teacher/Headteacher 2.45pm (approx. 30 mins) 

20
th

 September Individual Photographs  

22
nd

 September Year 4  – Meet the Teacher/Headteacher 2.45pm (approx. 30 mins) 

23
rd

 September Year 5  – Meet the Teacher/Headteacher  9am (approx. 30 mins) 

26
th

 September Start of Year ‘s coming through the 

main gate in the mornings. 

 

27
th

 September EYFS Parents Coffee Morning 

George & Dragon Coffee shop 

9am 

29
th

 September Year 1 to 6 visit to the Baptist Church 

for the 200
th

 Year celebration. 

morning 

5
th

 October November Lunch and Breakfast club 

forms out 

 

16
th

 October November Lunch and Breakfast club 

form deadline 

 

21
st
 October Last school day before Half term  

22
nd

 October Start of Half Term break  

31
st
 October INSET DAY – School closed to Pupils  

1
st
 November Return to School after Half Term  

9
th

 November December  Lunch and Breakfast club 

forms out 

 

10
th

 November Open Morning for Prospective parents 9am – 11am 

15
th

 November Parents Evening 3.30pm – 6.30pm 

75
th

 November Parents Evening 4.30pm – 7.30pm 

20
th

 November December Lunch and Breakfast club 

form deadline 

 

21
st
 November-25

th
 

November  

Book Fair in school.  

23
rd

 November January/February  Lunch and Breakfast 

club forms out 

 

4
th

 December January/February Lunch and Breakfast 

club form deadline 

 

20
th

 December Christingle Church Service 2pm 

20
th

 December Last Day of Autumn Term  

Spring Term 2017 
4

th
 January 2017 INSET DAY – School closed to Pupils  

5
th

 January 2017 Start of School Term  

10
th

 February 2017 Last school day before Half term  

11
th

 February 2017 Start of Half Term break  

20
th

 February 2017 Return to School after Half Term  

31
st
 March 2017 Last Day of Spring Term  

 Summer Term 2017  

18
th

 April 2017 Start of School Term  

26
th

 May 2017 Last school day before Half term  

27
th

 May 2017 Start of Half Term break  

5
th

 June 2017 Return to School after Half Term  

21
st
 July 2017 Last Day of Summer Term  

Website:     http://www.quainton.bucks.sch.uk/ 

http://www.quainton.bucks.sch.uk/

