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2017 Community Grants Program 
Community Foundation of South Puget Sound

Community Grants Program Guidelines
Welcome to the Community Foundation of South Puget Sound's 2017 Community Grants 
application. Click on the "Question List" button in the upper right hand corner to view the 
instructions and questions in PDF form. Please be sure to read the full grant guidelines before 
submitting an application. 

Community Grants Program Overview
The Community Foundation of South Puget Sound inspires philanthropic efforts that enrich our 
communities. Our service area is Thurston, Mason, and Lewis Counties. The Community 
Foundation of South Puget Sound’s Community Grants program is a significant source of 
community funding. The program is made possible by generous donors who have contributed 
unrestricted and broadly defined field of interest gifts, which allow us to respond to the 
community’s changing opportunities and challenges over time.

Program Details
The Community Grants program awards roughly 55-65 grants annually. Award amounts 
typically range from $2,500 to $10,000. Total awards through this program in 2017 will be 
approximately $350,000. There is one Community Grants cycle in 2017 with an open 
application period from June 19 through August 25. About 75-85 requests are submitted each 
cycle. Funds awarded in 2017 are for use in 2018. 

Funding Priorities
We support grants that:

 Build upon existing community assets

 Contribute to our region’s arts and culture, basic needs, economy, education, 
environment, health and wellness, and neighborhoods and communities

 Strengthen the nonprofit sector

 Build community capacity: We define community capacity as the combined influence of 
our region’s commitment, resources and skills to build upon community strengths, and 
address community issues

 Promote collaboration with other organizations

 Support work that strengthens the ability of people to provide for themselves and their 
families

Community Foundation Values
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 Collaboration and connectivity

 A regional approach

 Diversity, equity, and inclusion

 Build on prior work and experience

 Shared learning

Process and Guidelines
The Community Foundation of South Puget Sound makes grants to 501(c)(3) public charities 
whose activities benefit residents in Thurston, Mason, and/or Lewis counties. If your 
organization or group is not a 501(c)(3), you must secure a fiscal sponsor.

Grant amounts typically range from $2,500 to $10,000. Each organization may submit one 
application per cycle. Applications are reviewed by our Grants Committee, consisting of board 
and community members. This review may include a site visit or interview with key personnel. 
The Grants Committee then presents funding recommendations to our Board of Directors for 
final action in late October. Grant payments will be mailed by December 31, 2017.

We consider applications that:

 Are complete and in the requested format

 Clearly describe proposed activities and plans

 Demonstrate sound fiscal policy and responsible financial management

 Align with our Funding Priorities and Values

We do not support:

 Organizations that discriminate with regard to age, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
national origin, religious affiliation, or presence of a disability

 Building funds or annual fund campaigns

 Endowments or debt reduction

 Activities or purchases that occur prior to grant decisions

 Individuals

 Political activities

 Religious organizations when funds would be used in whole or in part to further the 
organization’s religious purposes

Nondiscrimination Policy
The Community Foundation of South Puget Sound does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
ethnicity, religion, gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, disabilities, age, 
status as a veteran, national origin, or any other protected classes. Applicants for the 
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Community Grants program must hold similar standards in the provision of services.

Questions
If you have questions about our Community Grants program or the application process, please 
contact Philanthropic Services and Programs Director, Mindie Reule at 
mreule@thecommunityfoundation.com or 360-705-3340.

Deadline
Applications must be received by 5:00pm on Friday, August 25, 2017. 

Tips 
Some suggestions for using the online grants platform:

 Character limits include spaces and punctuation

 Be sure to save your work frequently by clicking the "Save" button at the bottom of the 
page 

 The size of text boxes may be adjusted by dragging the lower right corner

 Required fields are indicated with an asterisk

 To create a PDF version of your application that you can save and/or print, click the 
"Application Packet" button at the top of the page

 If you have any questions or need assistance completing an application in the online 
grants platform, please contact Mindie Reule at mreule@thecommunityfoundation.com 
or 360-705-3340

Guidelines Acknowlegement*
I have read the 2017 Community Grants Guildelines. 
Choices
Yes
No

Grant Profile
Mission Statement*
Please input your organization's mission statement. 
Character Limit: 500

Project Name*
Name of Project
Character Limit: 100

mailto:mreule@thecommunityfoundation.com
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Grant Request Description*
Please provide a clear 1-2 sentence description of the program or proposal for which you are 
requesting funding. This answer may be used for public communications, such as on our 
website.
Character Limit: 500

Grant Subject*
Choose the selection that most closely represents the subject of your request. 
Choices
Animal welfare
Arts and culture
Community development
Education
Environment
Health and wellness
Human services

Type of Support Requested*
Choose the selection that most closely represents the type of support you are requesting. 
Choices
Capacity Building
General Operating
Program/Project Development
Program/Project Support

Primary Service Area*
The Community Foundation supports activities that benefit the residents of Thurston, Mason, 
and Lewis Counties. Indicate the primary county this proposal would serve. 
Choices
Lewis
Mason
Thurston

Secondary Service Area(s)*
Indicate any additional counties this proposal would serve. Select N/A if the proposal will only 
serve the primary county selected above. 
Choices
Lewis
Mason
Thurston
Other
N/A
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Other
If you selected "other" please describe additional areas of service. 
Character Limit: 250

Amount Requested*
Character Limit: 20

Proposal Budget*
What is the total cost of the program/proposal? 
Character Limit: 20

Operating Budget*
Enter your organization's current operating budget. 
Character Limit: 20

2016 Grant Report*
If you received a grant from the Community Foundation in 2016, a grant report is required 
before submitting an application for 2017. Have you submitted a 2016 grant report? If you did 
not receive a grant in 2016, please select N/A. 
Choices
Yes
No
N/A

May we share this proposal with other potential funders?
Choices
Yes
No

Nondiscrimination Policy*
Does your organization have a nondiscrimination policy that aligns with the Community 
Foundation's nondiscrimination requirement?

Community Foundation Nondiscrimination Policy
The Community Foundation of South Puget Sound does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
ethnicity, religion, gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, disabilities, age, 
status as a veteran, national origin, or any other protected classes. Applicants for the 
Community Grants program must hold similar standards in the provision of services.
Choices
Yes
No
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Narrative Questions
Organization Overview*
Briefly describe the history and purpose of your organization. 
Character Limit: 1500

Program or Proposal*
Describe the program or proposal for which you are requesting funding. 
Character Limit: 3500

Community Benefit*
Tell us why this work is important for our community now. 
Character Limit: 1500

Alignment*
Tell us how this program or proposal aligns with the Community Foundation's Funding Priorities 
and Values.

Funding Priorities
We support grants that:

 Build upon existing community assets

 Contribute to our region’s arts and culture, basic needs, economy, education, 
environment, health and wellness, and neighborhoods and communities

 Strengthen the nonprofit sector

 Build community capacity: We define community capacity as the combined influence of 
our region’s commitment, resources and skills to build upon community strengths and 
address community issues

 Promote collaboration with other organizations

 Support work that strengthens the ability of people to provide for themselves and their 
families

Community Foundation Values

 Collaboration and connectivity

 A regional approach

 Diversity, equity, and inclusion

 Build on prior work and experience

 Shared learning
Character Limit: 1500
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Results*
Describe your anticipated outcomes or results for this program or proposal. This could include 
measurement, evaluation, lessons learned, or other results.  
Character Limit: 1500

Key personnel and partners*
Who are the key staff or volunteers involved and/or partners with whom you will collaborate?
Character Limit: 1500

Anything Else
Is there anything else you would like us to know about your project or proposal? 
Character Limit: 1500

Supporting Documents
IRS Determination Letter*
Please upload a copy of your organization's IRS determination letter. 
File Size Limit: 1 MB

Most Recent 990*
Please upload a copy of your organization's most recent IRS 990 or 990-N tax filing. 
File Size Limit: 2 MB

Current Board Members*
Please upload or type in the list of your organization's current board members and their 
affiliations.
Character Limit: 2500 | File Size Limit: 1 MB

Budget and Financials
Project/Proposal Budget*
Upload a copy of the budget for the program/proposal for which you are applying, including 
revenue and expenses. If your request is for general operating support, upload your 2017 
organizational budget. 
File Size Limit: 2 MB

Prior Year Organizational Budget*
Upload a copy of your organization's prior year budget, showing actual v. budget. 
File Size Limit: 3 MB
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Other Funding Sources
Describe other committed and potential funding sources for this project or proposal. You may 
skip this question if you identify specific commitments and potential funding sources in the 
program/proposal budget you submitted above.
Character Limit: 1500

Last Audit*
What is the date of your organization's most recent audited financial report? If an audit has not 
been conducted, please explain why. 
Character Limit: 500

Fiscal Sponsor
If you are applying under a fiscal sponsor, include their contact information (phone and email) 
in the text box below and upload an authorization signed by the fiscal sponsor organization's 
chief executive or board chair. 
Character Limit: 500 | File Size Limit: 2 MB

Population and Demographic Information
Population(s) Served*
The Community Foundation seeks to understand who is being supported by our grant funding. 
As you are able, provide detailed characteristics (age, gender, race, ethnicity, etc.) of the 
population(s) being targeted as the intended beneficiary of support and/or services being 
provided.

Examples: 
"Girls ages 8-12"  or "People with disabilities"
Character Limit: 1000

Grants Crowdfunding Opt In/Out
This year as part of our 2017 Community Grants process, the Community Foundation of South 
Puget Sound will promote a number of our grants on a new online giving platform. We will 
publish selected grants with the goal of leveraging the Community Foundation’s support to 
attract additional funding from the community at large. The Community Foundation will run a 
media campaign to publicize this opportunity and offer incentives such as matches and bonuses 
to motivate giving. This campaign will take place in November and December 2017.

Nonprofits will be selected to participate in the grants crowdfunding campaign through this 
Community Grants process. The Community Foundation will select approximately 25 
organizations to take part in this year’s grants crowdfunding campaign. Organizations will be 
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selected based on strength of application according to our grant guidelines, as well as 
considerations for presenting a broad range of programs across counties, subject areas, and 
organization size.

There is no maximum amount of funding that can be requested; however, grant awards from 
the Community Foundation are not likely to exceed $10,000. The Community Foundation will 
award a portion (up to 75%) of the overall request, and the remaining amount will be published 
on the online giving platform for the public to help complete. 

Additional training is required for participating nonprofits to understand how the campaign 
works and ways to participate. Organizations that perform well on crowdfunding campaigns 
have a strong internet presence, updated donor databases with email addresses, and use social 
media to promote their work.

The application process is now open and the deadline is Friday, August 25. Invitations to 
participate in the crowdfunding campaign will occur no later than November 9. The Community 
Foundation’s crowdfunding campaign will then begin soliciting additional funds and will open in 
late November. The total grant award (Community Foundation award plus additional gifts 
through the online crowdfunding campaign) will be disbursed in January.

Crowdfunding Campaign Participation*
Please indicate below if your organization wishes to participate in or to opt-out of the grants 
crowdfunding campaign. (Please note that choosing to opt-out does not impact how your 
application will be evaluated.)
Choices
Participate in crowdfunding campaign if selected
Opt-out of crowdfunding campaign if selected
I'm not sure-I need more information


