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2017 Community Grants Guidelines 
The Community Foundation of South Puget Sound’s Community Grants program is a significant 
source of community funding. The program is made possible by generous donors who have 
contributed unrestricted and broadly defined area-of- interest gifts which allow us to respond to 
the community’s changing opportunities and challenges over time. Our service area is Thurston, 
Mason, and Lewis counties. 

 

Program Details 
The Community Grants program awards roughly 55-65 grants annually. Award amounts 
typically range from $2,500 to $10,000. Total awards through this program in 2017 will be 
approximately $350,000. There is one Community Grants cycle in 2017 with an open application 
period from June 19 through August 25. About 75-85 requests are submitted each cycle. Funds 
awarded in 2017 are for use in 2018. 

 

New Crowdfunding Opportunity 
As part of the 2017 Community Grants process, the Community Foundation will promote 
selected grants on an online giving platform. The goal is to leverage the Community 
Foundation's support to attract additional funding from the community at large. See Page 3 for 
details. 

 

Community Grants Funding Priorities 
We Support Grants That: 

 Build upon existing community assets 

 Contribute to our region’s arts and culture, basic needs, economy, education, 
environment, health and wellness, and neighborhoods and communities 

 Strengthen the nonprofit sector 

 Build community capacity: 
We define community capacity as the combined influence of our region’s commitment, 
resources, and skills to build upon community strengths and address community issues 

 Promote collaboration with other organizations 

 Support work that strengthens the ability of people to provide for themselves and their 
families 

 

Community Foundation Values 
 Collaboration and connectivity 

 A regional approach 

 Diversity, equity, and inclusion 

 Build on prior work and experience 

 Shared learning 
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Guidelines 
The Community Foundation of South Puget Sound makes grants to 501(c)(3) public charities 
that serve Thurston, Mason, and Lewis County residents. If your organization or group is not a 
501(c)(3), you must secure a fiscal sponsor. 

 

Grant amounts typically range from $2,500 to $10,000. Each organization may submit one 
application per cycle. Applications are reviewed by our Grants Committee, consisting of board 
and community members. The review may include a site visit or interview. The Grants 
Committee then presents funding recommendations to our Board of Directors for final action in 
late October. Grant payments will be mailed by December 31. 

 

We consider applications that: 

 Are complete and in the requested format 

 Clearly describe proposed activities and plans 

 Demonstrate sound fiscal policy and responsible financial management 

 Align with our funding priorities and values 

 

We do not support: 

 Organizations that discriminate with regard to age, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
national origin, religious affiliation, or presence of a disability 

 Building funds or annual fund campaigns 

 Endowments and debt reduction 

 Activities or purchases that occur prior to grant decisions 

 Individuals 

 Political activities 

 Religious organizations when funds would be used in whole or in part to further the 
organization’s religious purposes 

 

Nondiscrimination Policy 
The Community Foundation of South Puget Sound does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
ethnicity, religion, gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, disabilities, age, 
status as a veteran, national origin, or any other protected classes. Applicants for the 
Community Grants program must hold similar standards in the provision of services. 

 

Due Date 
Applications are due at 5:00pm on Friday, August 25, 2017.  
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Application 
Application questions: Visit www.thecommunityfoundation.com/grant-application to view more 
about the process and download the 2017 application questions.  

 

Apply now: Click here to go to our online grants platform.  

 

Grant Crowdfunding Opportunity Details 
This year as part of our 2017 Community Grants process, the Community Foundation of South 
Puget Sound will promote a number of our grants on a new online giving platform. We will 
publish selected grants with the goal of leveraging the Community Foundation’s support to 
attract additional funding from the community at large. The Community Foundation will run a 
media campaign to publicize this opportunity and offer incentives such as matches and 
bonuses to motivate giving. This campaign will take place in November and December 2017. 

 

Nonprofits will be selected to participate in the grants crowdfunding campaign through our 
2017 Community Grants process. There is a question in the online grants application that will 
allow an organization to opt in or out of the crowdfunding opportunity. The Community 
Foundation will select approximately 25 organizations to take part in this year’s grants 
crowdfunding campaign. Organizations will be selected based on strength of application 
according to our grant guidelines, as well as considerations for presenting a broad range of 
programs across counties, subject areas, and organization size.  

 

There is no maximum amount of funding that can be requested; however, grant awards from the 
Community Foundation are not likely to exceed $10,000. The Community Foundation will award 
a portion (up to 75%) of the overall request, and the remaining amount will be published on the 
online giving platform for the public to help complete.  

 

Additional training is required for participating nonprofits to understand how the campaign 
works and ways to participate. Organizations that perform well on crowdfunding campaigns 
have a strong internet presence, updated donor databases with email addresses, and use social 
media to promote their work. 

 

The application process is now open and the deadline is Friday, August 25. Invitations to 
participate in the crowdfunding campaign will occur no later than November 9. The Community 
Foundation’s crowdfunding campaign will then begin soliciting additional funds and will open in 
late November. The total grant award (Community Foundation award plus additional gifts 
through the online crowdfunding campaign) will be disbursed in January. 

 

Questions 
If you have questions about our Community Grants program or the application process please 
contact Philanthropic Services and Programs Director, Mindie Reule 
at mreule@thecommunityfoundation.com or (360) 705-3340. 

http://www.thecommunityfoundation.com/grant-application
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=pugetsound

