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Problem

35% of young people living in foster, 
kinship and residential care (out-of-home 
care) will experience homelessness in 
their first year out of care. Young people 
need support to realise a Brighter Future. 
To support young people to access 
sustainable housing, build skills for 
employment and connect to their local 
community.

Project title
Brighter futures for Young 
people transitioning from 
out-of-home-care

Sector
Youth

Outcome
Prototype solutions were 
accepted by the working group, 
200+ action commitments made 
by key decision makers and 
funders from state and local 
government, community service 
organisations and philanthropy 
to continue the work of the 
prototypes. 

Client
Outer East Children and Youth 
Area Partnerships

Date
2017

Decision

The Outer East Area Partnership undertook 
an intensive eight week co-design program 
from February to March 2017 to develop 
innovative approaches to support young 
people transitioning from out-of-home care. 
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Outcomes

The program introduced a variety of tools, techniques, concepts and practices during the co-design sprint. 
It was evident that the application of these new skills have translated easily back into participants everyday 
work contexts, with one participant noting:

“I used co-design skills to encourage my team to think of new and creative ways that we can increase the 
engagement of difficult clients. When we gave ourselves permission to come up with crazy and even bad ideas, 
we were able to develop and adopt a couple of low cost initiatives that we are hopeful will really work.”

The prototypes solutions were presented and accepted by the Steering Committee and as a result of the 
presentations; 200+ action commitments were made by key decision makers and funders from state and 
local government, community service organisations and philanthropy to continue the work of the 
prototypes. 

The next phase of work is to engage additional stakeholders and seek ‘prototypes sponsors’ to drive 
implementation to improve outcomes for young people transitioning from out-of-home-care. One 
prototype has already received sponsorship and gained further funding to be developed and launched as 
an initiative.
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