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ISO 14001:2015 Transition Policy - Update 

 
Background 

The ISO 14001 standard has been released in 2015 with a new structure, new numbering scheme, new requirements 

and removal of some requirements.  

Purpose 

This policy describes the requirements for currently certified organisations for the transition from ISO 14001:2004 to ISO 

14001:2015. 

Main Changes 

The main changes in the new version of ISO 14001:2015 are: 

• Organisations need to focus on building environment into their core businesses (e.g. integrating environmental 

requirements in the capital budgeting process); 

• Greater focus on integrating environmental requirements in the procurement of products and services; 

• Understand the organisation’s context and engagement with interested parties; 

• Managing environmental impacts on organisations in addition to managing organisations’ impact on the 

environment (e.g. adapting to climate change); 

• Greater focus on to integrate environmental requirements in the design process for the development, delivery, 

use and end-of-life treatment of its products and services, as appropriate; and 

• Greater emphasis on improving environmental performance in addition to improving the management system. 

What do you need to do? 

To maintain your Certification to the ISO 14001 standard, you will be required to comply with ISO 14001:2015 by 15 

August 2018. The following steps are recommended when implementing a transition plan: 

• Identify organisational gaps which need to be addressed to meet new requirements. 

• Develop an implementation plan. 

• Provide appropriate training and awareness for all parties that have an impact on the effectiveness of the 

organisation. 

• Update the existing Environmental Management System (EMS) to meet the revised requirements and provide 

verification of effectiveness. 

• Where applicable, liaise with your Client Manager for transition arrangements. 

What will DLCS do? 

DLCS will implement the following ‘upgrade’ plan: 

1. Your Client Manager will liaise with you to determine when you plan to commence your ‘transition’. We will 
then provide this information to your assigned Lead Assessor. 

2. Upon agreement with you, your Lead Assessor will spend additional time during a routine Surveillance or 
Recertification Assessment to conduct the Transition Assessment. This is to assess the conformance of your 
management system with the new requirements. The Transition Assessment is recommended to be conducted 
prior to 15 March 2018. 

3. Conducting the Transition Assessment prior to 15 March 2018 will provide you with sufficient time to close out 
Major NCs, if any. Your certification may lapse, if a Major NC remains open after 15 August 2018. 

4. The decision on conformance to ISO 14001:2015 will be made by the Certification Accreditation Manager. To 
facilitate this, Major Non-Conformances raised shall be closed-out before 15 August 2018. This will provide 
sufficient time for the decision making process. 

5. Additional visits to assess solely against ISO 14001:2015 are not normally required. The implementation should 
be verified during normal scheduled Surveillance, Recertification Assessments or remotely as appropriate. 
However, additional assessments may be necessary for an organisation requesting certification within an 
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accelerated time frame or where the organisation’s lack of progress will not ensure that the transition deadline 
will be met. 

6. As of 15 March 2018, all Surveillance and Recertification assessments will be conducted to ISO 9001:2015. If 
your system doesn't fully conform to the new requirements, you can still maintain your ISO 14001:2004 until 
the certificate expiry date. 

7. Any certificate for ISO 14001:2004 issued after the publication of the new standard is valid to 15 September 
2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAQ – Frequently Asked Questions 

Where can I buy a copy of ISO 
14001:2015?  

A copy of ISO 14001:2015 can be purchased now from several sources 
including SAI Global.  

How much time and resource do 
I need to undertake the 
transition? 

The degree of change necessary will be dependent upon the maturity and 
effectiveness of your management system including organisational structure 
and practices, therefore an impact analysis / gap assessment is strongly 
recommended in order to identify the required resource and time implications. 

Do you recommend certain 
resources concerned with ISO 
14001:2015 

You are encouraged to download ISO 14001:2015 vs ISO 14001:2004 from 
DLCS website, which will give you an insight about the magnitude of change 
to better plan your transition process. 

 

You are also encouraged to download ISO 14001:2015 Evidence Guide from 
DLCS website, which provides a guide about the interpretation and acceptable 
evidence that demonstrates conformance to the new requirements. 

 

Both documents can be downloaded from DLCS Knowledge Library  

https://www.dlcsi.com.au/knowledge-library 

 

Also, we suggest that you explore the ISO TC207/SC1 committee website 

 https://committee.iso.org/home/tc207sc1)  

and watch the 1 hr video.  

https://committee.iso.org/sites/tc207sc1/home/news/content-left-area/news-
and-updates/webinar-on-iso-140012015-transit.html).  

The website provides a range of resources, including FAQs and interpretations 
on clauses. Importantly the video provides a recap on ISO 14001:2015 and 
the transition from ISO 14001:2004. 

 

What is the difference between 
ISO 14001:2015 and AS/NZS 
ISO 14001:2016? 

There is no difference in content between the two standards. AS/NZS ISO 
14001:2015 is the Australian version of ISO 14001:2015. Unfortunately, 
because Standards Australia didn’t approve the standard until October 2016 it 
has been called AS/NZS ISO 14001:2016 which has caused some confusion. 

  

Contact us  

15/08/18 

Deadline for resolve all 

Major NCs against the 

new standard to maintain 

the certification. 

 

Deadline for transition to 

ISO 9001:2015 

 

15/03/18 

1) Your Transition Assessment is recommended 

to be conducted prior to 15/03/18. If no Major 

NCs are raised, certification will be upgraded. 

2) As of 15/03/18, all Surveillance Assessments 

and Recertification will be conducted to the 

new version. 

 

Deadline for transition to ISO 9001:2015 

 

https://www.dlcsi.com.au/knowledge-library
https://committee.iso.org/home/tc207sc1
https://committee.iso.org/sites/tc207sc1/home/news/content-left-area/news-and-updates/webinar-on-iso-140012015-transit.html
https://committee.iso.org/sites/tc207sc1/home/news/content-left-area/news-and-updates/webinar-on-iso-140012015-transit.html
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Should you have any questions about your transition plan, please don’t hesitate to contact DLCS International on 03 
9863 7837 

 


