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Collective Worship Policy 
 
 

Introduction 
Worship within the context of Stone Church of England School should be the 
central focus for the ethos of the school. It is the means by which Christian 
values and principles are reflected and affirmed. It provides an opportunity for 
the spirituality of children to be expressed. 
 
Act of Worship 
This is the place where the wide spectrum of aspiration and commitment is 
valued and celebrated, but must always be in the language that pupils 
understand based on themes that are in themselves interesting. 
 
Whilst school worship should reflect its fundamental Anglican foundation, 
nonetheless this should be celebrated in a way that does not impinge on the 
integrity of particular pupils or other faiths. 
 
There needs to be a commitment by the school for diversity of worship not 
limited simply to Christian prayer: 
 

• Collective prayer 
• Stillness and meditation 
• Examples of Christian love, humanity, trust and reconciliation 
• Respect for others 
• The use of other forms of Christian celebration, eg hymns, songs, 

stories 
• Understanding of our Anglican heritage 

 
The Bible remains the central source book for all Christian teaching. Worship 
should inform and deepen pupils’ understanding of the Bible through: 
 

• Reflecting on Christian subjects eg bread, wine, challis, cross, crucifix 
• Observing the Christian cycle eg Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter 
• Holding special services of commemoration 
• Learning traditional church responses 
• Discovering the value of meditation 
• Developing a sense of Christian community 
• Having a dialogue with and an understanding of other faiths. Whilst the 

act of collective worship would normally take place on school premises, it is 
desirable for appropriate arrangements to be made for this worship to take 
place elsewhere on  
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special occasions. This is important in particular in emphasising important 
occasions within the Christian cycle. 
 
Regard should be given to the needs of children who have been withdrawn 
from collective worship by parents if they have significantly different religious 
or cultural backgrounds.  
 
The Law Relating to Worship 
On each school day all children present at the school must take part in an act 
of collective worship. This may be as a single act of worship for all pupils 
together, or separate acts for different age groups or other school groups 
(Section 6 Education Reform Act 1988). 
 
To constitute worship the collective worship in school must in some sense 
reflect something special or separate from ordinary school activities. Some 
non-Christian elements within the collective worship are permitted so long as 
these do not deprive it of its broadly Christian character and that this 
character will not be lost by the inclusion of  
elements common to Christianity and to one or more other religions. Most 
acts of Christian worship must of necessity contain some elements which can 
be related specifically to the traditions of Christian belief and which accords 
some special status to the person of Jesus Christ (R-v-Secretary of State for 
Education ex p R and D 1993, 1994 ELR 495 and Religious Education and 
Collective Worship 1994 DFE Circular 1/94). 
 
Governors and the LEA are responsible for ensuring the requirements for 
collective worship are carried out (Section 10 1a ERA 1988). The 
responsibility for making the necessary arrangements for the act of collective 
worship rests with the Head teacher after consultation with the School 
Governing Body (Section 6(3) ERA 1988). 
 
Collective worship should be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character 
in that it should reflect the broad traditions of Christian belief without being 
distinctive of any particular Christian denomination (Section 7 (1) ERA 1988). 
Nevertheless, from time to time acts of collective worship do not have to 
comply with the above requirement provided most of them do and this allows 
greater flexibility in relation to the type of worship available. 
 
Parents have the right to withdraw pupils from acts of collective worship 
without having to give reasons (Section 9 (3) ERA 1988). 
 

 


