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Communication and Language 
On Friday 4th November we will have a pirate day at school 
where we will dress up and pretend we are pirates. We will 
have a pirate ship inside and outside of the classroom to role-
play being pirates. We will also play speaking and listening 
games such as describing creatures that live in the sea, placing 
Polly the Parrot in different locations such as ‘on’ your 
shoulder, ‘inside’ the treasure chest, estimating how many 
objects are in a treasure chest and identifying the missing 
items.  

Listening and Attention 

Focusing attention – still listen or do, but can shift own 
attention. 

Is able to follow directions if not intently focused on own 
choice of activity. 

Two-channelled attention - can listen and do for a short span 

Understanding 

Shows an understanding of prepositions such as ‘under’, ‘on 
top’, ‘behind’ by carrying out an action or selecting correct 

picture. 

Able to follow a story without pictures of props 

Speaking 

Uses intonation, rhythm and phrasing to make the meaning 
clear to others. 

Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in 
play situations 

Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play. 

 

Physical Development 
We will be carrying out some pirate duties to support our physical 

development and talking about the effect of exercise on our 
bodies. We will practise shooting cannons (throwing), walking like 

a pirate (hopping), climbing the rigging (climbing and jumping), 
walking the plank (balancing), pulling the anchor (pushing and 

pulling) and digging for treasure (handling tools). We will also be 
making fruit swords and will discuss the importance of eating 

healthy fruit and vegetables.  

Moving & Handling 

Uses one-handed tools and equipment 

Can stand momentarily on one foot 

Jumps off an object and lands appropriately  

Travels with confidence and skill around, under, over and through 
balancing and climbing equipment 

Shows increasing control over an object in pushing, patting, 
throwing, catching or kicking it. 

Handles tools, objects, construction materials safely and with 
increasing control 

Health & Self-Care 

Observes the effect of exercise on their bodies 

Shows understanding of the need for safety when tackling new 
challenges, and considers and manages some risks. 

 
Eats a healthy range of foodstuffs and understands need for 

variety in food. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
We will be playing pirate treasure hunt games and the children will be 

encouraged to take turns and share fairly. During circle time we will talk about 
how pirates would often steal things from other people. We will discuss what 
stealing is and how they would feel if something was stolen from them. The 

children will also be reading the story, “At the end of the rainbow” to discuss 
what they think treasure is and what treasure can mean to different people. We 
will be thinking about the term, ‘value’ and how things are valued for different 
reasons because they are loved, religious meaning or because they are useful. 

Making Relationships 

Can play in a group, extending and elaborating play ideas 

Explains own knowledge and understanding and asks appropriate questions of 
others 

Self Confidence and Self Awareness 

Confident to talk to other children when playing, and will communicate freely 
about own home and community. 

Confident to speak to others about opinions and interests 

Managing Feelings and Behaviour 

Begins to accept the needs of others and can take turns and share resources, 
sometimes with support from others. 

Understands that own actions affect other people. 

 ging Distractions                              EEr                                     Making Links 

Planning                                                    Meta Learning  

                                        

 
Our topic is: Pirates 

The Stone value that we are focusing on this term is perseverance 
Learning skills that all children across the school are practising this half term: motivation for learning. 
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Maths 
In maths we will be continuing with counting and recognition, 
but with a focus on gold coins (money) and also looking at 2D 

shapes. We will be singing a pirate themed counting song, 
having a pirate doubloons treasure hunt and will be counting 

and sorting coins. We will also go on a pirate shape hunt 
around the school grounds.  

 
Numbers 

Separates a group of three or four objects in different ways, 
beginning to recognise that the total is still the same. 

Uses some number names accurately in play 

Estimates how many objects they can see and checks by 
counting them 

Finds the total number of items by counting all of them 

Uses the language of ‘more’ or ‘fewer’ to compare two sets of 
objects  

Shape, space and measure 

Shows an awareness of similarities of shapes in the 
environment 

Shows interest in shapes in the environment 

Beginning to use the mathematical names for flat 2D shapes 
and mathematical terms to describe shapes. 

 

 

Literacy 
We will be reading pirate themed stories such as….. . We will be 
discussing the stories, anticipating key events and thinking about 
how the stories might end. We will be looking at pirate wanted 

posters and treasure maps and talking about how print can relay 
information. We will then have a go at writing our own wanted 
posters and making treasure maps. We will also be focusing on 
nonsense ‘alien’ words and putting real words in the treasure 

chest and nonsense words in the rubbish bin.  

Reading 

Anticipates key events in stories 

Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall 

Suggests how the story might end 

Knows information can be relayed in the form of print 

Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the 
alphabet. 

Hears and says the initial sounds in words 

Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 
together. 

Writing 

Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint 

Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places 

Hears and says the initial sounds in words 
 

Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the 
alphabet. 

 
Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning. 

Expressive Arts & Design 

The children will have two pirate ship role-play areas, one inside and outside to 
engage in imaginative role-play, acting out being pirates. We will be making a 
collaborative pirate ship flag for our pirate ship. Resources will be available for 

children to make their own pirate ship flags, maps and pirate themed paintings. 
The children will also have access to different materials to construct their own 
pirate themed role-play accessories such as treasure chests and pirate ships.  

Exploring & Using Media and Materials 

Understands that they can use lines to enclose a space, and then begin to use 
these shapes to represent objects. 

Beginning to construct making enclosures and creating spaces. 

Realises tools can be used for a purpose 

Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they 
are using. 

Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects. 

Being Imaginative 

Engages in imaginative role play based on first-hand experiences 

Uses available resources to create props to support role-play 

Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play 

Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme 

Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act out a narrative 



Understanding of the World 
The children will be able to explore the concept of ‘floating and 

sinking’ to develop their exploration and investigation skills. 
We will use the children’s interest in the topic to find out more 

about pirates and pirate ships. We will have a pirate themed 
small world area with resources for the children to develop the 

area themselves including blue tissue paper, cups, shells and 
seaweed. We will also be using technology and exploring bee 

bots by trying to navigate them around our treasure map. 

People and communities 

Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life 

The World 

Talks about why things happen and how things work 

Can talk about some of the things they have observed  

Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change 

Technology 

Shows an interest in technological toys  

Shows skill in making toys work by pressing parts or lifting flaps 
to achieve effects such as sound and movement. 

 

Texts: 

At the end of the rainbow 

Magpie’s Treasure 

No room for Napoleon 

Captain Pugwash 

No room for Napoleon 

The owl and the pussy-cat 

A sailing boat in the sky 

The fierce little woman and the wicked pirate 

Russell and the lost treasure 

The owl and the pussy-cat 

Non-fiction books: 

Pirates: Open your eyes to a world of discovery 

Amazing treasure island adventure: Treasure hunt 

Ideas for activities at home: 
• Talk about what would be your ideal ‘treasure’ 

to find in a treasure chest and draw a picture 
and describe it. It could be a family member, 
favourite toy, favourite memory etc.  

• Use some junk modelling and materials to 
make a pirate accessory such as a treasure 
chest, telescope, sword or maybe even a 
parrot.  

• Practice writing the initial sound in pirate 
themed words- pirate, parrot, sword, 
compass, sea, boat or even simple pirate 
themed words- flag, hat, leg, map.  

• Design a new flag for your own pirate ship 

• Draw your own treasure map and put an X 
marks the spot where you have hidden the 
treasure.  

• Write some tips for pirates to help them be 
better friends to each other and remind them 
that it is not ok to steal treasure and take 
things that do not belong to you.  Fundamental British Values: 

Rule of law: understanding rules matter. We will talk about 
pirates and how we can help them manage their feelings and 

behaviour. We will learn to distinguish between right from 
wrong and will talk about the pirates’ behaviour and the 

appropriate consequences.  
 


