
Dear Parents/Carers 

Within the Early Years it is important that children are aware of what makes an effective learner. Throughout the year we will be encouraging the children to 

develop these skills. To make the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ fun and easy to remember, we have given them animal names. We will be referring to 

these in class on a regular basis and encourage you to do the same at home! Attached to this letter are details of these animals alongside a long term plan which 

displays our focus animals for each half term.  

Playing and Exploring – Engagement 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Active Learning - Motivation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creating and Thinking Critically 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ Long Term Overview 

 

 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 

 
 Finding out and exploring 

 Playing with what they know 

 
Animal Links: 

 

 
 Being willing to ‘have a go’ 

 Keeping trying 

 
Animal Links: 

 

 

 

 Being involved and concentrating 

 Enjoying achieving what they set out 

to do 

 

Animal Links:  

 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
 

 Making links 

 Choosing ways to do things                            

 

Animal Links: 

 

 

 Having their own ideas 

 Finding out and exploring 

 

Animal Links: 

 

 

 Being involved and concentrating 

 Keeping trying 

 

Animal Links: 

 



 

 


