
Stone C of E Combined School 
KS1 (5 - 7 yrs) - Reluctant Readers (KS1) 

 

  

Captain Underpants Three Pant-tastic Novels in One 
Dav Pilkey 
 
Zoom into action and join our hero for a triple wedge of chunky action, 
freaky horror and crispy laffs! There are terrible toilets to defeat, evil 
aliens to send packing, and heaps of other totally horrible villains too. 
But will Captain Underpants have the wedgie-power to tackle them all? 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

Charlotte's Web 
E. B. White 
 
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics are 
relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 titles to 
collect in the series, listed below, all with exciting new covers and fun-
filled endnotes. This is the story of a little girl named Fern who loved a 
little pig named Wilbur and of Wilbur's dear friend, Charlotte A. 
Cavatica, a beautiful large grey spider. With the unlikely help of 
Templeton the rat, and a wonderfully clever plan of her own, Charlotte 
saves the life of Wilbur, who by this time has grown up to be quite a pig. 
A time-honoured classic favourite. E. B. White was born in New York 
in 1899 and died in 1985. He kept animals on his farm in Maine and 
some of these creatures crept into his books, such as STUART LITTLE 
which was made into a blockbusting film in 2000. He received many 
awards including the Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal in 1970, an award 
given every five years to authors who have 'made a substantial and 
lasting contribution to literature for children'. Also by E B White and 
available in A PUFFIN BOOK: Charlotte's Web; Stuart Little; The 
Trumpet of the Swan Also available in A Puffin Book: GOODNIGHT 
MISTER TOM and BACK HOME by Michelle Magorian 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB, STUART LITTLE and THE TRUMPET OF 
THE SWAN by E. B. White THE BORROWERS by Mary Norton 
STIG OF THE DUMP by Clive King ROLL OF THUNDER, HEAR 
MY CRY by Mildred D. Taylor A DOG SO SMALL by Philippa Pearce 
GOBBOLINO by Ursula Moray Williams CARRIE'S WAR by Nina 
Bawden MRS FRISBY AND THE RATS OF NIMH by Richard C 
O'Brien A WRINKLE IN TIME by Madeleine L'Engle THE CAY by 
Theodore Taylor TARKA THE OTTER by Henry Williamson 
WATERSHIP DOWN by Richard Adams SMITH by Leon Garfield 
THE NEVERENDING STORY by Michael Ende ANNIE by Thomas 
Meehan THE FAMILY FROM ONE END STREET by Eve Garnett 



Format: Paperback 
 

 

 

  

Cool! 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
Michael Morpurgo's inspiring new story of Robbie, a boy in a coma - 
victim of a car accident. Locked inside his own head, able to hear but 
not move or speak, Robbie tries to keep himself from slipping ever 
deeper into unconsciousness. Robbie, football fan and animal lover, runs 
after his dog Lucky one day when he chases a cat and is hit by a car. 
Unconscious, Robbie lies in hospital, unable to speak, move or eat. But 
he can hear; he is aware, even though his family and friends don't know 
this. Inside his head, we hear Robbie's thoughts; on his Mum and sister, 
why his parents are separated. His friends and family try desperately to 
reach him - even Zola, his favourite Chelsea footballer, comes to see 
him. And still Robbie can't 'wake up'. Until one day, against hospital 
rules, Dad brings Lucky into the hospital. Can Lucky bring Robbie back 
to life? 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

Fergus Crane 
Paul Stewart, Chris Riddell 
 
FERGUS CRANE! YOU ARE IN GREAT DANGER! I AM 
SENDING HELP. Signed T. C., your long-lost Uncle Theo Fergus 
Crane has an almost ordinary life - having lessons taught by rather 
odd teachers on the school ship Betty Jeanne, helping his mother in 
the bakery. But then a mysterious flying box appears at the window 
of his waterfront home - and Fergus is plunged headlong into an 
exciting adventure! The box is followed by a winged mechanical 
horse that whisks him off to meet his long-lost uncle and his penguin 
helpers, Finn, Bill and Jackson. Fergus finds out that his teachers are 
not quite what they seem - they're actually pirates! Can Fergus and 
his winged horse save his schoolmates from the far-off Fire Island? 
And who else will he find there...? 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

  

Follow That Car 
Lucy Feather 
 
Packed with comic capers and animal antics, this brilliantly 
bold book follows Mouse's madcap race after Gorilla through 
a variety of exciting settings, from navigating a busy building 
site, to avoiding an alpine avalanche. But is Gorilla really 
such a baddie after all? 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

Funnybones 
Allan Ahlberg, Janet Ahlberg 
 
The classic and beloved Funnybones by children's book superstars 
Janet and Allan Ahlberg.In this, the first ever Funnybones book of 
all, we are introduced to the wonderful humour and fun of the much-
loved series. The Funnybones books are a must for children just 
starting to learn to read - these funny skeletons are definitely not the 
scary sort!Allan Ahlberg has published over 100 children's books 
and with his late wife Janet, created many award-winning children's 
picture books. The Ahlbergs' books are nursery bookshelf standards 
and have been the recipient of worldwide acclaim and awards, 
including the Kate Greenaway Medal.Look out for these other 
classics by Allan Ahlberg:Burglar Bill; Cops and Robbers; Each 
Peach Pear Plum; The One and Only Two Heads; Son of a Gun; The 
Little Worm Book; Two Wheels Two Heads; The Baby's Catalogue; 
A Pair of Sinners; Happy Families; Peepo!; The Ha Ha Bonk Book; 
Help Your Child to Read; Ten in a Bed; Please mrs Butler; Daisy 
Chains; Yum Yum; Playmates; Foldaways; Woof; The Cinderella 
Show; The Jolly Postman; The Jolly Christmas Postman; The Jolly 
Pocket Postman; The Clothes Horse and Other Stories; The Mighty 
Slide; Starting School; Heard it in the Playground; The Bear Nobody 
Wanted; It was a Dark and Stormy Night; The Giant Baby; Baby 
Sleeps; Blue Buggy; Doll and Teddy; See the Rabbit; Please Mrs 
Butler; The Better Brown Stories; The Boyhood of Burglar Bill 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

  

Hop on Pop 
Dr. Seuss 
 
This charming book introduces young children to words that rhyme, 
such as hop and pop, cup and pup, mouse and house, tall and small. 
And once they have learned to recognise one word, children soon find 
to their delight they can read another simply by changing the first 
letter. With his unique combination of hilarious stories, zany pictures 
and riotous rhymes, Dr. Seuss has been delighting young children and 
helping them learn to read for over fifty years. Creator of the 
wonderfully anarchic Cat in the Hat, and ranked among the UK's top 
ten favourite children's authors, Seuss is firmly established as a global 
best-seller, with nearly half a billion books sold worldwide. As the 
first step in a major rebrand programme, HarperCollins is relaunching 
17 of Dr. Seuss's best-selling books, including such perennial 
favourites as 'The Cat in the Hat', 'Green Eggs and Ham' and 'Fox in 
Socks'. In response to consumer demand, the bright new cover designs 
incorporate much-needed guidance on reading levels, with the 
standard paperbacks divided into three reading strands - Blue Back 
Books for parents to share with young children, Green Back Books 
for budding readers to tackle on their own, and Yellow Back Books 
for older, more fluent readers to enjoy. 'Hop on Pop' belongs to the 
Blue Back Book range. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

I Was a Rat! 
Philip Pullman 
 
'I WAS A RAT!' So insists Roger. Maybe it's true. But what is he 
NOW? A terrifying monster rampaging in the sewers? The Daily 
Scourge is sure of it. A money-spinning fairground freak? He is to Mr 
Tapscrew. A champion wriggler and a downy card? That's what Billy 
hopes. Or just an ordinary small boy, though a little ratty in his habits? 
Only three people believe this version of the story. Only one of them 
knows who Roger really is. And luckily a story about her can sell even 
more newspapers than one about a rat-boy ... 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

Monster and Chips 
David O'Connell 
 
Meet the amazing monster customers and sample the foul-food served up daily at 
Fuzzby's diner - the brilliant setting for this innovative series from debut author and 
illustrator, David O'Connell. Somewhere in suburbia, or maybe smack-bang in the 
middle of your city, there is a very special diner. What's so special about it? Well it 
does the best chips ANYWHERE but also its customers are a little bit 'unusual'...some 
people say they are monsters...The diner is hard to find, you have to look carefully, in 
fact some people say only a special kind of kid can find this special kind of diner. But 



maybe that kid could be you? When Joe the 'hooman' gets a job at Fuzzby's diner, he 
learns to bake zombie-cupcakes, exploding milkshakes and not to stare at the customers 
- even the ones who are see-through. He also foils a terrible plan to sabotage the annual 
Grand Cooking Competition. With a Special's Board that'll make your tummy churn, 
take a seat at Fuzzby's and join the fun. Also available as a full-colour ebook, with 
multi-coloured monsters on every page! 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

The BFG 
Roald Dahl 
 
Every night, when the world is sleeping, big gruesome giants guzzle up 
whoppsy-whiffling human beans. And there's only one giant who can 
stop them - the BFG. He's the kindest giant there is and, with his friend 
Sophie in his top pocket, he sets out to rid the world of the Bloodbottler, 
the Fleshlumpeater and all their rotsome friends forever...The well-loved 
story of a big friendly giant celebrates its 30th anniversary with a right 
royal new cover by Quentin Blake! Roald Dahl, the best-loved of 
children's writers, was born in Wales of Norwegian parents. After school 
in England he went to work for Shell in Africa. He began to write after a 
monumental bash on the head , sustained as an RAF pilot in World War 
II. Roald Dahl died in 1990. Quentin Blake is one of the UK's most 
celebrated artists, renowned for his collaboration with Roald Dahl. He is 
visiting Professor at the Royal College of Art and lives in London. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

The Dancing Bear 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
A gentle and deeply moving story of a young girl and her bear, told with 
great charm by a master storyteller. High in the mountains, in a tiny 
village, an abandoned bear cub is adopted by a lonely orphan child. 
Soon they are inseparable, beloved by the whole village - safe, until the 
arrival of a glamorous film crew who need a dancing bear... 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

  

The Emperor of Absurdia 
Chris Riddell 
 
Welcome to Absurdia: a strange and wonderful land where nothing 
is quite what it seems. Trees are birds, umbrellas are trees, and the 
sky is thick with snoring fish. Join one small boy as he tumbles out 
of bed into a crazy dreamland of wardrobe monsters, dragons -- and 
amazing adventure. This gloriously rich and beautiful picture book 
comes from a uniquely talented artist at the height of his powers. 
With a story to enchant the youngest reader, and pictures to gasp 
and pore over whatever your age, it is an extraordinary achievement 
and one to savour. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

   

The Gruffalo 
Julia Donaldson 
 
A mouse took a stroll through the deep dark wood. A fox saw the 
mouse and the mouse looked good. Walk further into the deep dark 
wood, and discover what happens when a quick-witted mouse 
comes face to face with an owl, a snake ...and a hungry Gruffalo! 
Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler's The Gruffalo is an undisputed 
modern classic and has become a best-selling phenomenon across 
the world with over 13.5 million copies sold. This award-winning 
rhyming story of a mouse and a monster has found its way into the 
hearts and bedtimes of an entire generation of children and will 
undoubtedly continue to enchant children for years and years to 
come. No home should be without The Gruffalo! This edition 
features the classic story with a stunning redesigned cover and 
beautiful finish, making it a must-have addition to the bookshelves 
of all Donaldson and Scheffler fans - big and small! Also available 
with redesigned covers are The Gruffalo's Child, Room on the 
Broom, The Snail and the Whale, The Smartest Giant in Town, 
Monkey Puzzle, Charlie Cook's Favourite Book, and A Squash and 
a Squeeze. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

The Iron Man 
Ted Hughes 
 
Mankind must put a stop to the dreadful destruction by the Iron Man 
and set a trap for him, but he cannot be kept down. Then, when a 
terrible monster from outer space threatens to lay waste to the planet, 
it is the Iron Man who finds a way to save the world. 
Format: Paperback 



 
 

 

  

The Jelly That Wouldn't Wobble 
Angela Mitchell 
 
 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

The Legend Of Spud Murphy, 
Eoin Colfer 
 
Will has four brothers and it's chaos in his house! If he's not being teased 
by his big brother Marty, he has to deal with the terrible, three-headed 
bundle of cuteness that is his three younger brothers. Even worse, his 
mother has the brilliant idea of packing Will and Marty off to the library 
during the holidays. She just doesn't understand! Not only is the library 
no fun, it's also the habitat of the legendary librarian Spud Murphy. If 
you put a foot wrong, it's rumoured she will use her dreaded gas-
powered spud gun and you don't want that - just ask Ugly Frank how he 
got his nickname! Eventually Will and Marty discover a love of books 
and that Mrs Murphy isn't so bad after all! 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

The Unlikely Outlaws 
Philip Ardagh 
 
Join author Philip Ardagh, assistant Dotty and harrassed editor Adrian 
as together they craft the entertaining escapades of young knight-to-be 
Tom Dashwood and his merry band of outlaws. Well, just as soon as 
Philip can be convinced to write the manuscript...A story within a 
story, this rollicking laugh-out-loud romp is sure to appeal to readers 
of all ages and is particularly suitable for 7-9s. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

  

There's a Dragon in my Dinner! 
Tom Nicoll 
 
Small dragon ... big trouble! When Eric finds a tiny dragon nestled 
among the beansprouts in his Friday night takeaway, he thinks it's a free 
toy. But Pan the Mini-Dragon is very real indeed - and he's about to get 
Eric into a whole heap of trouble... How is Eric going to explain the trail 
of devastation caused by one creature not much bigger than a spring 
roll? A hilarious new series for fans of Jeremy Strong and Compton 
Valance. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

Traction Man is Here 
Mini Grey 
 
With an action outfit for every occasion, Traction Man patrols the 
house. Whether he is saving toys (in latex space suit and Perspex 
helmet, teamed with Rocket Boots); searching the sink for the 
lost wreck of the sieve (in sub-aqua suit, fluorescent flippers and 
infra-red mask) or rescuing damsels in distress (in jungle pants, 
camouflage vest and a bandanna), Traction Man is never less 
than stylishly turned out and expertly accessorised. He is the last 
word in heroic fashion flair - until, that is, the day that he is 
presented with an all-in-one knitted green romper suit and 
matching bonnet by his owner's granny. Can Traction Man 
overcome the humiliation of his desperately dowdy new look and 
rediscover the action hero within or will the burden of the knitted 
green monstrosity be too great? 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

Unbearable! More Bizarre Stories 
Paul Jennings 
 
A collection of eight quirky, bizarre, and very funny short stories from 
the brilliant Paul Jennings. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

  

We're Going on a Bear Hunt 
Michael Rosen, Helen Oxenbury 
 
Join in all the fun of the bear hunt with this fabulous activity book, 
based on the classic picture book by Michael Rosen and Helen 
Oxenbury.For over 25 years, readers have chanted along with this 
award-winning favourite. Join in the fun with this jam-packed book 
full of puzzles, colouring and craft activities! Little ones will be 
absorbed for hours with this book filled with engaging activities. 
Mazes, picture puzzles, baking, craft and more make this a perfect 
book to take on holiday or fill rainy days. You can even make 
binoculars and build your own bear cave! Helen Oxenbury's 
beautiful illustrations are as enchanting here as in the beloved 
original, and Michael Rosen's brilliantly rhythmic words provide 
the inspiration for every exciting activity. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 

 

  

What Pet Should I Get? 
Dr. Seuss 
 
A brand new, never-before-seen rhyming romp of a picture book 
from the legendary Dr. Seuss! This never-ever-before-seen picture 
book by Dr. Seuss about making up one's mind is the literary 
equivalent of buried treasure! A brother and sister visit a pet shop to 
pick a pet, but can't decide which one to go for. Sometimes making a 
choice can seem impossible to a child, and What Pet...? explores how 
it is hard to make up your mind, but sometimes you just have to do it! 
The cliffhanger ending will also fire children's imaginations and 
provoke discussion about their own choices. A Publisher's Note at the 
end discusses the thrilling recent discovery of this new manuscript 
and illustrations, exploring Dr Seuss' creative process and the 
inspiration of his own life in his work. 
Format: Hardback 

 
 

 

  

Winnie the Witch 
Valerie Thomas 
 
Winnie the Witch lives in a black house. She has black chairs and 
black stairs, black floors and black doors. The trouble is that 
Winnie's cat, Wilbur, is also black. After sitting on him and tripping 
over him, Winnie decides to turn Wilbur into a green cat. But then 
he goes out into the long grass! Winnie is going to need a little 
magic to make sure she can always see Wilbur ...A beautifully-
crafted story with a colourful final twist. 
Format: Paperback 

 
 



 

  

Worst Witch 
Jill Murphy 
 
The Worst Witch written and illustrated by Jill Murphy is reissued 
with exciting new branding and format. The Worst Witch is the first 
in the bestselling children's series by Jill Murphy. Hold on to your 
broomstick for magical mayhem! Jill Murphy's much-loved classic 
The Worst Witch is the original story of life at a magical boarding 
school, perfect for readers aged 5 - 9 years. Mildred Hubble is a 
trainee at Miss Cackle's Academy for Witches, but she's making an 
awful mess of it. She keeps getting her spells wrong and crashing her 
broomstick. And when she turns Ethel, the teacher's pet into her worst 
enemy, chaos ensues...'Millions of young readers have fallen under 
the spell of Jill Murphy's Worst Witch' - Sunday Express Jill Murphy 
was born in London in 1949. From a very early age she was drawing 
and writing stories, and was already putting books together (literally, 
with a stapler) by the time she was six. She went on to study at 
Chelsea, Croydon and Camberwell Schools of Art. Jill worked in a 
children's home for four years and as a nanny for a year, before 
becoming a freelance writer and illustrator. The Worst Witch stories, 
of which this is the first, are some of Puffin's most successful titles. If 
you'd like to read more of Mildred's disastrous adventures at Miss 
Cackle's Academy The Worst Witch Strikes Again, A Bad Spell for 
the Worst Witch, The Worst Witch All at Sea, The Worst Witch 
Saves the Day and The Worst Witch to the Rescue are also available 
from Puffin and are perfect for children aged 5-9. 
Format: Paperback 

	  


