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Cooley Rorkes Drift, or Art to his friends is an Irish bred, 11-year-old International 
event horse. Probably one of the most sought after event horses on the planet. 

What has made Art this good and why does everyone want him? 

• Ridden and trained by Jonty Evans, Fiona Elliott and team since four years old, he has always been 
produced with an eye on the big events – The Tokyo Olympics, Badminton, Burghley, Europeans, and 
World Championships are now firmly within his grasp. 

• Art has one of the most consistent records in the World – one of only three triple clears at the Rio 
Olympics, a member of the Irish winning team at the Boekelo Nations cup final, and tantalisingly close to 
winning Badminton 2017 at his first attempt. 

• Carefully produced with the big picture in mind – he oozes confidence, style and technique. 

• With his third place after dressage at Badminton he has now displayed his ability to be at the top of the 
leader board in all phases. 

• Jonty and Art together make an incredible story, the battle to reach the highest levels, the bond between 
horse and rider and the incredible results in a world of high power event riders/horses has touched the 
heart of the equestrian public – “it’s made people cry, they see themselves in what we have done so far” 

• Widely tipped by pundits, experts and the general public to capture significant titles in the future. 

• Technically it is hard to find fault in Art, in short – he moves well, he gallops well, he jumps well and he 
has an almost human brain. His desire and will to do the job are second to none and his love of a big 
crowd shines through. 

• There are very few people in the eventing world that don’t covert this horse, the general feeling is that 
he will in the next few years be highly competitive at the highest levels, offering his rider and owners the 
chance to enjoy the very best feelings in the equestrian world.
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“the performance of cooley rorke’s drift and first time olympian jonty 
evans was one of the most eye catching performances of the whole olympic 
three day event in rio and for a 10 year old horse showed outstanding 
promise for the future particularly over what was the most significant 
olympic cross-country test since sydney in 2000. their double clear round 
in both cross-country and show jumping to finish 9th individually was 
most exciting. 

I have no doubt that this is potentially one of the best combination’s in the 
world – they have real class..”
Mike Tucker – the voice of eventing for the BBC for the last 30yrs.
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CAREER PATH – THE FUTURE 
SOME OF THE PROBABILITIES

2017 

• Poland – European Championships – Medal Chance 

• Blenheim – Final of the Event Rider Masters Series – 
 1st Prize - £16k 

2018 

• Badminton – 1st Prize £100k 

• Various other high profile one day events – 
 Significant prize pools. 

• USA – World Championships – Medal Chance / 
 Burghley – 1st Prize £100k 

2019 

• Badminton – 1st Prize £100k 

• Various other high profile one day events – 
 Significant prize pools. 

• Burghley – 1st Prize £100k / Germany - 
 European Championships – Medal Chance 

2020 

• The Tokyo Olympic Games 

 
Arts dominance in the show jumping phase in particular makes 
him a strong candidate for glory, at both major three-day event 
championships and also at the increasingly lucrative one day event 
series such as the Event Rider Masters. 

In short this horse performs under pressure – PRIZES WILL COME!

COMMERCIAL PROPOSITION

• Formation of a company that will take over the purchase 
and running of the horse – for example “The Arts 
Foundation” / “The CRD Group” 

• The company will require significant Investment to make 
this a reality. Investors are sought – with a preference 
for the selling of larger blocks of shares in an attempt to 
keep it personal.  

• Possibility of running as a charity is being investigated – 
obvious tax benefits. 

• One section of the investment to come from – “The 
Friends of Art”. The response to Jonty and Arts 
performance at Badminton was sensational, Social 
Media, messaging, phone calls and the general public 
comments have come in their thousands. The pairing of 
Jonty and Art and their story has touched the hearts of 
the Equestrian Public – we anticipate the uptake of this 
section of shares in “the Peoples Horse” to be significant.  
This section of the ownership will not obviously have 
significant ownership perks of the other shareholders 
however, the running of competitions to win event tickets, 
Art T-shirts and visits to the yard will help to create a 
family feeling that will ensure uptake and help possibly to 
cover running costs on annual basis going forwards. 

• There are very few people in the eventing world that don’t 
covert this horse, the general feeling is that he will in the 
next few years be highly competitive at the highest levels, 
offering his rider and owners the chance to enjoy the very 
best feelings in the equestrian world.

“jonty and cooleys rorkes drift are a world class 
combination. they have everything you are looking for in 
modern eventing, ability and temperament for the dressage, 
brave and bold XC, excellent performers in the show jumping 
phase. as team ireland eventing high performance director 
i would consider them as individual medal potential for 
europeans, weg and tokyo!!”
Sally Corscadden



ART – THE BUSINESS 
The ability to create revenue.
• A creation of the brand that is “Art” 

• A partnership with either one or several established 
companies for example – the Horseware/Jules/Tredstep/
Ariat   “Art Collection” -  featuring a complete range that 
encapsulates the strengths of this horse. Strengths such 
as simplicity, class, a winning attitude and something that 
brings people together. 

• The Peoples horse element of the company has huge 
mileage in it, both internationally within the wider 
equestrian community, but also within Ireland – this is 
a horse with a story – he was born and bred in Ireland, 
he is trained by an Irish rider – he may well win medals 
for the Irish nation – there is already a huge strength of 
feeling from the Irish and GB public towards him – this 
will only increase.

ART
COOLEY RORKES DRIFT

“Jonty and Art have trained 
with me for several years now. 

it has been a privilege to have been 
part of their progression into the 
top level of the sport, highlights 
being the Rio Olympics and 
Badminton 17’.  

for me as an international 
team trainer and also a british 
dressage team rider, it is that 
this combination is still young 
in its career and i have no doubt 
that they will not only continue 
to be very successful on the 
international stage in the years to 
come, but become one of the leading 
combinations in the world of 
eventing.” 

Gareth Hughes 
International Dressage 
Rider and Trainer.

“jonty displayed the essence of 
horsemanship at badminton – he 
and his horse seem to be as one – 
his respect and compassion for this 
horse shone through all week – it 
was incredible.”
Sarah Jane Bray
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“its not a case of IF they win 
a big one – more a case of WHEN” 
Andrew Nicholson - New Zealand’s Eventing Legend.


