IMPORTANT

Much of the secret to success with the Word Queen program is getting books in the hands of children every day and allowing (requiring) them to READ, READ, READ! I have a meeting with the parents at the beginning of each year and teach them how to read with their children at home.

The Reading Record stays in their take-home books at all times, and books stay in back-packs at all times unless they are being read. The Reading Record must be initialed by the parent every day or the child will be unable to play outside at recess for 10-15 minutes each day. This is the only homework required besides studying weekly sight words from the Secret Word Lists from WQ Book One. There is a space where they can check if they read to the child, or the child read to them or they read together. Copying the Reading Record front and back will save paper.

The Reading Record is folded “hamburger style,” and their name is written so that I can see it sticking out of the book and I do not have to open the book and search for the child’s name. Also, rather than looking at the date to determine whether or not the child read the night before, I simply put a star beside the date every time the child read. This way I know that the next time the parent writes on the record, it is a new reading and if the parent puts the wrong date on the Reading Record, I won’t mistakenly think they did not read the night before, and I don’t have to know what the date IS today or WAS last Friday in order to check the Reading Record.

I start the children out with Margaret Hillert books which contain beginning sight words. The parent is to guide the child’s finger along each word as they read them. They may keep the same book for a week or two. Margaret Hillert books contain practically the same words so eventually they memorize the book and begin to recognize the sight words. The children should also have a Ziploc bag with two or three other books chosen by the child to be changed out at least once a week. Small, cheap books from former (or current) reading series would be great for this.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Once they read the Margaret Hillert books proficiently, they move on to Dr. Seuss books (which may not necessarily be by Dr. Seuss; many are by other authors). The Dr. Seuss series contains many mid to upper level sight words. “I Can Read” books are also used and contain many sight words. Eventually, the children begin to choose three books plus their take-home books. These are read during nap-time which evolves into independent reading and small group intervention time. 
Name:________________________________________________
Reading Record
	Date
	   Book Title  
	Parent read
	Child Read
	Read together
	Parent Initial

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



