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NFL DRAFT 2017 SCOUTING REPORT: QB JEROD 

EVANS, VIRGINIA TECH 

*Our QB grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day 
workouts, leaked Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info 
becomes available. 

  

It’s possible the two best QB prospects in the NFL Draft only started for their college 
team for one season. Mitch Trubisky, the clear #1 being one, and wild-card 
entry Jerod Evans as the other. 

I didn’t expect to like Evans as a QB prospect, but I did. 

There is an issue translating his game to the NFL, as you could probably guess if 
you’ve watched him in action. Let me explain what I am seeing on tape… 

I think Evans is clearly the most mobile/running-as-a-weapon quarterback prospect 
in the 2016 NFL Draft. Deshaun Watson shouldn’t be mentioned in the same 
breath as Evans in terms of mobility, used as a weapon, for the NFL. Watson is a 
more sheepish, sneaky 4.6-4.7 40-time runner at 215 pounds…smaller frame for a 
quarterback. Evans is a 4.6-4.7 runner, closer to 4.6 (I bet), with superior 
agility…and moving gracefully at 235+ pounds – and he runs like a bully. He’s a 
weapon in goal-to-go situations. Watson can get you some yards with his 
feet…Evans is a full scale running weapon with a reduced fear of injury because he is 
so thick. 

When you lead off your reason for liking a quarterback prospect with his running 
ability…it isn’t normally a good sign, but I think it’s a critical aspect here because my 
next statement critically hooks in along with it – I think Jerod Evans is a decent-to-
good NFL prospect as a passer…and is the leading contender to be the Dak 
Prescott of the 2017 QB class. ‘Dak’ in the sense of the overlooked guy who goes 
middle of the draft and then shocks the world (if given/forced a chance right away). 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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I don’t think Evans is as advanced a passer as Prescott was coming out of the draft, 
but there are some similarities. Evans, like Prescott, has a quick release and rapid 
decision-making aspect to his passing game. Old-school scouts saw Prescott as too 
simplistic in college – a spread QB making a lot of fast, one-read throws. There’s an 
art form all its own in being able to spread out your receivers and identify the 
mismatches and fire upon the correct ones instantly. They make it look so easy that 
it head fakes scouts into thinking it is too easy. Marcus Mariota had this skill, as 
did Prescott. In Prescott’s case, he showed his traditional pocket skills at the 2016 
Senior Bowl week, but it was overlooked. Evans shows some skills along the lines of 
Mariota-Prescott. He does a great job making a fast decision on a slanting receiver 
and letting it rip with accuracy. 

I question Evans’ ability to play a more traditional pro-style passing game. I don’t 
rule out Evans being able to make the leap to an NFL level, but you cannot stick him 
in a traditional NFL offense and expect to have Prescott or Tom Brady. Evans, in my 
tape watching, has the typical college runner-passer flaw…he is fine with quick slants 
and short passes, and he has the arm to throw the ball deep down the sidelines into 
one-on-one coverage to take advantage of a matchup. What I don’t see is Evans 
sitting in the pocket and working the middle of the field…and that’s of concern; a red 
flag. However, Evans only played a year of major college football (we’ll dive into his 
journey in a bit). He transferred from the JUCO ranks to Virginia Tech, instantly 
became a starter and was immediately successful. Evans might have an upside to 
working the entire field with work at the pro level. I don’t rule it out…it’s just not 
something he demonstrated much in college. 

The real upside with Evans is if an NFL team took him with the purpose of building 
the offense around his skills. Letting him running a Mariota-like spread with the 
option of running the ball without concern. Highly mobile QB prospects of late have 
had a problem – they are thinner framed…fast but not built to take a beating. The 
‘skinny’ runners are getting hurt, a lot…RG3, Mariota, etc. However, Evans is like a 
fullback playing quarterback…a poor man’s Cam Newton, or a faster, quicker, more 
effective runner than Dak Prescott. Evans’ feet are a weapon because he can take 
on defenders and win…especially near the goal line. 

I wanted to dislike Jerod Evans on the same grounds I did not like what I saw 
in Deshaun Watson. Sweet college runner-passers, but not all that speedy for the 
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NFL and too simplistic as passers to hit immediately in the pros. However, Evans 
shocked me with his footwork – he is a legit NFL running weapon but with passer 
skills. He has nice velocity, accuracy, and great confidence. His lack of working the 
entire field in the passing game is the question – and whether it’s inherent…or just a 
lack of experience, which will only take some grooming? 

Most of Evans’ game tape is the same guy each time, but the game I really honed in 
on was Virginia Tech’s loss to Clemson in the ACC Championship game…a game 
where he threw for 1 TD/2 INTs. At one point, Virginia Tech was down 35-14 and all 
looked lost. Evans willed the Hokies back into the game – his team was down just 
seven with five minutes left. Evans led the offense on that late-game drive into 
Clemson territory – closing in a chance to tie or shock the world with a win. Tech had 
seized all the momentum and Clemson was on the ropes. On a 4th and shorter 
attempt with one minute left, Evans was hit by a blitzer as he threw to an open man 
and the ball floated in the air for a diving pick/game ender for Clemson. Virginia 
Tech was on the verge of ensuring there would not be a Clemson national 
championship story…but like all season, the Tigers narrowly escaped danger for the 
win and an advancement onto the final four. Kudos to Clemson. Evans showed moxie 
and leadership in that loss. 

It was in the Clemson game that I really started to see the possibilities with Evans. 
Clemson’s D-Line was dominating, and Evans just kept bouncing back and attacking 
without a loss of confidence. Evans has that Dak Prescott coolness in the moment. 
There were a few times Evans converted big plays with his arm, and also very subtle 
plays with his body and feet – slamming into defenders and pushing forward for 1st 
down conversions or goal line rushing scores. I think Evans might have a superior 
mental makeup to go with all the other tools. 

How is it he was only a one-year starter at Virginia Tech (setting several single-
season passer records for the school), you ask? 

Evans chose to play for the Air Force…and that is an indicator of the character or 
toughness we might be looking at here. He tore his ACL at the Air Force and decided 
to transfer to a Junior College, where he would go on and obliterate opponents for 
two seasons. 38 TDs/4 INTs and 395.5 passing yards per game for an offense that 
scored 57.2 points per game his final season. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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His current head coach Justin Fuente was the Memphis coach prior to getting the 
gig at Virginia Tech and he tried to recruit Evans years ago to Memphis to backup 
and groom behind Paxton Lynch. Evans decided he had a better chance to start at 
Air Force. After his ACL issue, he went to JUCO to play right away and learn the 
spread offense. He had other scholarship offers during his JUCO time, but he played 
his two years at the lower level and then transferred to Tech for 2016 to be with 
Fuente. 

Evans has a lot of attributes NFL coaches are looking for – he has the size, the arm, 
the mobility, the toughness to be an NFL starter. The question is whether he can be 
a traditional pocket passer, and be effective throwing in the middle of the field/into 
the heart of a defense. It’s a question I have as well, but I think I see signs that he 
has ‘it’ or can mature into that…where I don’t see ‘it’ as much in most other runner-
passer prospects. Evans is not a run-first guy, oddly…despite the great rusher 
numbers. He runs on more designed plays and when he has to. I think a quality NFL 
passer is lurking (or already there) with Evans. 

In reality, I’d take Evans onto my NFL team and build an offense around him versus 
trying to make him play in the pocket. It doesn’t have to be about NFL teams 
converting him into the traditional-looking QB. The gift Evans brings to the NFL is his 
size and mobility to combine with solid passer skills. There are several more 
experienced, superior-to-Evans pure passers coming out into the draft, but none of 
them can run as a weapon like Evans.  

  

Jerod Evans, Through the Lens of Our QB Scouting Algorithm: 
In his first eight starts in his D1 debut in 2016, Evans racked up 21 TDs/2 INTs as a 
passer. He averaged 3.0 TDs per game (passing + rushing) those first eight games. 
As the schedule turned more difficult, over his final six games, Evans threw for 8 
TDs/6 INTs and ran for 9 TDs — accounting for 2.8 TDs per game. The turnovers 
rose, but I did not see them as egregious turnovers nor a sign that he’s a poor 
decision maker. I thought that’s what I would see – a sloppy runner-passer down the 
stretch, but I did not. 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Evans was #6 in the NCAA in total yards in 2016 (4,398) and 10th in the NCAA with 
41 TDs. He was also one of two QBs in college football to throw for 3,000+ yards 
and rush for 700+ yards…the other was Heisman winner Lamar Jackson. 

Quick comparison of mobile QB prospects out of the ACC… 

306.2 yards passing, 2.7 TDs/1.1 INTs, 41.9 yards rushing, 3.8 ypc, 0.6 rushing TDs 
per game = Deshaun Watson 

253.7 yards passing, 2.1 TDs/0.6 INTs, 60.4 yards rushing, 4.1 ypc, 0.9 rushing TDs 
per game = Jerod Evans 

  

Projected measurables on Evans at the NFL Combine: 6’3″/230, 4.6+ 40-time, sub 
7.0 three-cone  

  

The Historical QB Prospects to Whom Jerod Evans Most Compares Within Our 
System: 

I really see the potential of ‘Prescott’ in Evans…but not enough that I’d bet my life on 
it. If Prescott did not have the off-field flags that he did, he would have been closer 
to an 8.0 grade. 
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Table 379 
  

 

QB-
Score QB Yr College H W 

adj 
Comp 
Pct 

adj Yds 
per Comp 

adj 
Pass 
per TD 

adj Pass 
Per INT 

7.98 Evans, Jerod 2017 Virginia Tech 74.5 235 65.0% 12.5 18.7 35.9 

7.96 Newton, Cam 2011 Auburn 77.0 248 63.7% 14.1 11.6 49.2 

6.82 Prescott, Dak 2016 Miss State 74.0 230 64.3% 11.3 22.3 89.0 

7.08 Hundley, Brett 2014 UCLA 74.2 223 64.8% 11.6 18.3 29.6 

4.23 Sims, Blake 2015 Alabama 71.4 223 63.6% 12.8 16.8 31.4 

5.51 Tebow, Tim 2009 Florida 74.8 236 66.9% 12.9 20.1 40.5 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


*“Adj” = A view of adjusted college output in our system…adjusted for strength of 
opponent. 

**A score of 8.5+ is where we see a stronger correlation of QBs going on to become 
NFL good-to-great. A scouting score of 9.5+ is rarefied air—higher potential for 
becoming great-to-elite. 

QBs scoring 6.0–8.0 are finding more success in the new passing era of the NFL 
(2014–on). Depending upon the system and surrounding weapons, a 6.0–8.0 rated 
QB can do fine in today’s NFL—with the right circumstances…but they are not ‘the 
next Tom Brady’ guys, just NFL-useful guys.  

  

2017 NFL Draft Outlook: 
I am seeing mostly 4th-6th round grades on Evans. We’ll see if that changes much 
ahead. I doubt it. Evans is going to be easy to overlook/undervalue at the NFL 
Combine and throughout the draft process – just like Prescott was. Anyone called 
‘like Prescott‘…it’s probably going to sound cheap and reaching. If Evans runs in the 
4.5s at the NFL Combine…then he might get a little pop of attention from the 
process. 

  

NFL Outlook: 

Evans will have the Dak Prescott, Cardale Jones, Brett Hundley, etc., type of 
odds of making it in the NFL – overlooked initially because they’re not pure pocket 
passers or they didn’t have the ‘typical’ college career. Evans will be brought in as a 
backup, and he’ll have to hope something happens to the starter in order to give him 
a chance to show what he can do. He could be a dangerous runner-passer in the 
right circumstance. 
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