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NFL DRAFT 2017 SCOUTING REPORT: WR ISAIAH 

FORD, VA. TECH 

*WR grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro-Day 
workouts, Wonderlic test results leaked, etc. We will update ratings as new info 
becomes available. 

*WR-B stands for “Big-WR,” a classification we use to separate the more physical, 
downfield/over-the-top, heavy-red-zone-threat type WRs. Our WR-S/“Small-WRs” 
are profiled by our computer more as slot and/or possession-type WRs who are less 
typically physical, and rely more on speed/agility to operate underneath the defense 
and/or use big speed to get open deep…they are not used as much as weapons in 
the red zone. 

 

*This report was completed after the 2017 NFL Draft.  

I had a friend make a special request that I look a little deeper into Virginia Tech 
wide receiver Isaiah Ford…so, here we are. 

A few times over the year, I’ve found interesting players in this manner – my original 
metrics and grading didn’t like/love a player, a person or two chimes in that I need 
to take another look for interesting or under-the-radar reasons that I wasn’t aware 
of. I’ll then do some extra research and watch more tape and uncover and 
sometimes discover a new twist to the story/scouting…or not. With that backdrop in 
mind, I was interested, ready to have my mind changed on Isaiah Ford with an 
extended look (our grading of his data was more of a ‘D’ NFL Draft prospect). 

Sorry, my friend – there is nothing much here for the NFL or for fantasy football. 

It’s not like Isaiah Ford is the worst football player I’ve ever come across. The 
problem is that he falls in a very lukewarm area, and it’s a similar college prospect 
story I see over and over. Not everyone can matter in the NFL. The football scouting 
landscape is filled with guys who fall in the gray area of NFL projection – pretty 
productive at a major conference, the best wide receiver on their college team, but 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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they get lost in the pre-draft process because nothing is captivating scouts and these 
guys shuffle around desperately trying to make and stay on an NFL roster right out 
of the gates. If you’re a fan of the school they went to, and you get exposed to this 
guy as your team’s best WR week after week – you think surely he’ll take this skill 
right to the NFL and matter. But they struggle to make an NFL roster, bounce from 
the practice squad to future reserve contracts to maybe getting a shot in the first 
few years because of multiple injuries ahead of them – but they have a hard time 
staying on the roster and have an even harder time making an impact. 

I watched tape of Ford from 2015 and 2016 because he worked with different 
quarterbacks…and he had a better year in 2015…with a lesser QB than he had in 
2016. It didn’t matter the year of tape I watched. He was the same guy over and 
over again. As a college wide receiver, Ford is a solid ‘B’ – faster than most DBs, has 
pretty good height and has pretty good hands. In most games, he was equal to or 
slightly better than his coverage. 

The problem with the classic ‘B’ wide receiver in college is that they become a C or a 
D against better competition…and it’s a red flag translating to the pros. One of the 
things that struck me right off the bat, and then I kept repeatedly making the same 
note as I watched him against different teams, was that Ford seemed to have the 
same pattern over and over again – when he tried to go medium or deep, coverage 
was usually with him stride for stride. I never saw any NFL separation whether he 
has a next-level foot speed issue or crispness of routes…or both. Most of Ford’s 
action came on simple, short slants over the middle or on occasions where he did get 
past coverage deep – usually taking advantage of weaker coverage. I never watched 
any stretch of tape that made me sit up in my seat and take special notice – I didn’t 
see NFL movement nor did I see magical hands. OK movement and OK hands for the 
NFL, but not anything to sit up and take notice of. 

Unfortunately, I think the Ford is every moderately talented, fringe NFL wide receiver 
prospect who fights for years to try to stay in the league and earn a shot. If Ford has 
the wherewithal, he can keep bouncing from team to team and hone his craft and 
maybe surface as a bit player in a few years and give an NFL team something. I just 
don’t see anything magical here. 

  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Isaiah Ford, through the lens of our “Small WR” Scouting Algorithm 
Ford against teams with tougher, more NFL level coverage… 

2015 vs. Miami = 4 rec. for 76 yards and 1 TD 

2015 vs. Ohio State = 3 rec. for 61 yards and 1 TD 

2016 vs. Tennessee = 5 rec. for 51 yards 

2016 vs. Miami, Fla = 4 rec. for 46 yards 

2016 vs. Notre Dame = 7 rec. for 86 yards 

2016 vs. Clemson = 4 rec. for 89 yards 

2016 vs. Arkansas/Bowl = 6 rec. for 56 yards 

Seven tougher opponent games with an average of 4.7 receptions for 66.4 yards per 
game and 2 TDs…and no games over 100 yards. It’s just not a trend that grabs you. 

Ford had huge games against Pitt (2016), Liberty (2016), and in a bowl game vs. 
Tulsa (2015)…two of the three out of conference, one FCS level. The rest of his 
games were OK for college but not attention-getting in terms of his pro prospects. 
It’s just not good enough. 

Nor are his measurables good enough… 

  

NFL Combine data… 

6′1″/194, 32.6″ arms, 9.25″ hands 

4.61 40-time, 6.94 three-cone 

14 bench reps, 35.5″ vertical, 10′7″ broad 

  

Stats on CFB Reference: http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/isaiah-ford-
1.html 

  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/isaiah-ford-1.html
http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/isaiah-ford-1.html
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The NFL “Small WR” Isaiah Ford most compares to statistically in college, within our 
system: 

Ford is tracking with past WR prospects that have spent a lot of time trying to find a 
roster but never making it. 

  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Table 516 
  

 
 

WR 
Score 

Draft 
Yr Last First College H H Weight 

Power 
Strngth 
Metric 

Speed 
Agility 
Metric 

Hands' 
Metric 

3.182 2017 Ford Isaiah Virginia 
Tech 

6 1.0 194 6.99 2.25 7.89 

2.468 2013 Vernon Conner Duke 5 11.8 196 7.55 -0.39 8.11 

2.063 2013 Tasker Luke Cornell 5 11.0 190 4.48 3.06 6.43 

0.674 2017 Shelton R.J. Michigan St 5 10.2 200 9.61 -1.74 6.80 

0.079 2006 Anderson David Colorado St 5 11.0 192 6.76 4.45 7.82 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


*A score of 7.0+ is where we start to take a Small-WR prospect more seriously. A 
score of 8.50+ is where we see a stronger correlation of a Small-WR going on to 
become NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system 
and indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL Small-WR. 

All of the WR ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or 
above a 10.0 in certain instances. 

Overall WR score = A combination of several on-field performance measures, 
including refinement for the strength of opponents faced. Mixed with all the physical 
measurement metrics, rated historically in our database. 

“Power-Strength” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding physical size 
profiling, bench press strength, etc.  High scorers here project to be more physical, 
better blockers, and less injury-prone. 

“Speed-Agility” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding speed, agility, 
physical size, mixed with some on-field performance metrics. High scorers here 
project to have a better YAC and show characteristics to be used as deep 
threats/create separation. 

“Hands” = A combination of unique metrics surrounding on-field performance in 
college, considering the strength of opponents played. Furthermore, this data 
considers some physical profiling for hand size, etc. High scorers here have a better 
track record of college statistical performance, and overall this projects the 
combination of performance and physical data for the next level. 

  

  

2017 NFL Draft outlook… 
I forgot Ford was drafted in the 7th round by Miami. I thought he was an undrafted 
free agent. He’s going to have a difficult time making this roster opening day. 

NFL Outlook: I don’t think he’ll make the Miami roster opening day. He’s going to be a 
guy that bounces around the league the next few years trying to hang on. He has 
decent enough hands and some NFL skills…with hard work and persistence, he can 
make a roster as a backup and see some snaps. He’s not a threat for special teams 
so he better shine as a receiver to keep a roster spot. 
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COPYRIGHT STATEMENT 

Copyright at date and time signed below by R.C. Fischer 
 
All rights reserved. All content is for entertainment purposes only and TFA is not responsible or liable 
for personal adverse outcomes nor are any game results or forecasting guaranteed. Past results do not 
predict future outcomes. We are not held liable for any personal loses incurred. We are solely here to 
produce and provide content for recreational purposes. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other 
electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the 
case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted 
by copyright law. For permission requests, email the publisher at rcfischer@fantasyfootballmetrics.com 
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