
 2017 NFL DRAFT SCOUTING REPORT 

MARCH 15, 2017 

 
 
 

College Football Metrics| 1  
 

NFL DRAFT 2017 SCOUTING REPORT: DE MYLES 

GARRETT, TEXAS A&M 

*DL grades can and will change as more information comes in from Pro Day 
workouts, leaked Wonderlic test results, etc. We will update ratings as new info 
becomes available. 

  

When I first watched Myles Garrett, I was expecting a god…but I saw an edge-
rusher who was ‘pretty good’ with a great burst and who got locked up by opposing 
blockers a little too easily. I also saw a guy who stood around a lot as plays went 
away from him or around him. He spent all his energy trying to get to the 
quarterback, and if he wasn’t successful…so be it. End of play/effort if he wasn’t 
successful surging the backfield. For how he was ‘billed’, I wasn’t impressed. 

Once I sat and went on a deeper study, watching more game tape, I have to agree 
with the masses – Myles Garrett is pretty damn impressive…but there’s a catch. He 
is the perfectly constructed machine at defensive end. His build and his athleticism 
are unreal. He’s very fast, but not off-the-charts fast but well above-average fast for 
a DE. It’s his other non-speed attributes that are unique here – a 41.0″ vertical? 
That’s insane. Knocking out 33 bench reps? Amazing given his movement ability and 
size. You’re looking at ‘B+’ speed with ‘A’ burst and ‘A+’ strength in his legs and 
upper body. If you focus on the speed-agility, you feel a little slighted for a supposed 
‘Superman’, but when you see all the other Combine numbers and compare them 
histrocially — you’re like “Holy S#!%.” 

Myles Garrett is essentially Vic Beasley if you added 25+ pounds of muscle. 

6’3″/246, 4.53 40-time, 1.59 10-yard, 35 bench reps, 41″ vertical, 10’10” broad 
= Beasley (2015) 

6’4″/272, 4.64 40-time, 1.63 10-yard, 33 bench reps, 41″ vertical, 10’8″ broad 
= Garrett (2017) 

I look at Garrett this way… 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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At worst, you have to question Garrett’s ‘motor’. Watching some tape early on 
(many weeks ago), IDP analyst ‘JWolfe‘ and I both said the same thing – a lot of 
standing around. ‘Standing around’ may aggravate all of us who expect ‘amazing’ on 
every play, but if your job is ‘rush the backfield’ and the play is going the other 
way…it’s probably wise to ‘dog it’ and live to fight another play. Don’t burn a ton of 
energy ‘just because’. Don’t tell any NFL coaches I said that. Garrett is not playing 
the run/holding up his side of the field like a 3-4 DE…he’s designed to launched out 
and disrupt the backfield as a 4-3 DE. He may be the best physical specimen to do 
that in the past 5–10+ years. 

You also have to worry about some of his ineffectiveness in 2016…it wasn’t all 
double-teams. In his final three games against ‘real’ opponents (not Texas-San 
Antonio), Garrett had zero solo tackles. A bad or misfortunate game is 
understandable, but Garrett had several yawners. In his last 15 games, Garrett had 
0 or 1 solo tackle in a game nine times. How could someone so tremendous, a 
physical specimen, have such little statistical output to show for it? He should get a 
TFL per game by accident. 

There are things to worry about with Garrett – motivation and effort. He seems like a 
really good/nice kid. Is there some lack of passion for the game causing the lower 
output? I watched the tape – it wasn’t because of double-teams. 

You could look at all the ‘issues’ raised and have a debate, and I have. It makes me 
skeptical. However, after watching a lot of tape, I think you have to set aside the 
question marks that are psychological and look at his physical ability and wonder if 
you’re looking at one of the greatest freaks of nature at defensive end you’ve ever 
seen. Because you can ask that question, you have to consider Garrett as a potential 
top pick overall in this draft. 

When I watch him on tape, it’s amazing…at times. I can’t remember a defensive end 
that could get off the snap as quickly as Garrett can. Throw the very good-not-great 
40-time, 10-yard, etc. out the window…there’s something in his legs and mind that 
gets him going from 0 to 60 faster than almost any other human ever has. His mom 
was an all-American sprinter. His brother an NBA first-round pick. His sister is a star 
college athlete in the shot put and hurdles. There’s something in the DNA… 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Comparing him to recent top pass-rushers, from a visual standpoint, at his 
best…Garrett is better than Vic Beasley, Khalil Mack, or Joey Bosa. Mack gave a 
more consistent effort, but Garrett’s best is better than anyone else’s best. And 
that’s the key question/reason for drafting Garrett #1 – if you get Garrett at his 
best, and/or improve upon him…are you looking at possessing the greatest pass-
rusher in the NFL? Because that question can be asked – it’s a reason to take him #1 
overall, and ignore the negatives on the table about ‘effort’. 

  

Myles Garrett, through the lens of our ‘DE’ Scouting Algorithm 
Let me get back to the scary stuff, scary bad – Garrett has 31.0 career sacks. 11.5 
of those sacks are in three games against Texas-San Antonio, Nevada, and 
Louisiana-Monroe. In three career games against Alabama – 1.0 sacks total. Three 
career games versus LSU – 1.0 sacks. In two bowl games, 3 tackles and 1.0 sacks 
total. Some of his output numbers really make you pause. That’s why I think the 
door is also open to Garrett NOT being the hands-down #1 pick in this draft. 

The last time we had undeniable defensive end prospects that everyone agreed 
should be the #1 pick…Jadeveon Clowneyand Mario Williams. Ask Houston if 
they’d make those same picks again at #1. They wouldn’t – that’s another reason to 
not write Garrett in at #1 in pen. 

  

NFL Combine data… 

6’4.4″/272, 35.25″ arms, 10.25″ hands 

4.64 40-time, 1.63 10-yard, DNP agility times 

33 reps bench press, 41.0″ vertical, 10’8″ broad jump 

  

Myles Garrett’s stats on CFB Reference: 

http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/myles-garrett-1.html 

  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
http://www.sports-reference.com/cfb/players/myles-garrett-1.html
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The NFL DE prospect that Myles Garrett most compares with statistically in college, 
within our system: 

You can nod approvingly at Osi Umenyiora and Justin Houston as proper comps, 
but I’d just like to point out Vernon Gholston – tested off the charts at the NFL 
Combine but was a total NFL bust. It’s not all measurables translating to the NFL. 
However, the numbers do show Garrett’s output metrics in our system was much 
better than Gholston’s in college. 

  

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home
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Table 395 
  

 

 
 

DE-
rating Last First Draft 

Yr College H H Weight Power, 
Strgth 

Speed, 
Agility 

Pass-
Rush 
rating 

Tackle 
rating 

10.442 Garrett Myles 2017 Texas A&M 6 4.4 272 10.14 10.52 9.08 6.43 

11.664 Umenyiora Osi 2003 Troy 6 3.0 279 9.76 9.61 10.39 7.50 

9.445 Houston Justin 2011 Georgia 6 2.7 270 9.40 10.42 6.40 7.17 

9.105 Gholston Vernon 2008 Ohio State 6 3.0 266 12.52 8.93 11.20 5.00 

9.426 Kearse Javon 1999 Florida 6 4.7 262 8.58 11.72 7.41 7.44 

9.679 Gocong Chris 2006 Cal Poly 6 2.1 263 11.73 8.39 13.16 9.54 

18.611 Freeney Dwight 2002 Syracuse 6 0.7 266 11.90 15.99 10.81 10.35 

7.262 Te'o-
Nesheim 

Daniel 2010 Washington 6 3.4 263 9.71 9.50 6.76 7.27 

https://www.fantasyfootballmetrics.net/college-football-metrics/cfm-home


*A score of 8.00+ is where we see a stronger correlation of DEs going on to become 
NFL good/great/elite. A score of 10.00+ is more rarefied air in our system and 
indicates a greater probability of becoming an elite NFL DE. 

All of the DE ratings are based on a 0–10 scale, but a player can score negative, or 
above a 10.0 in certain instances. 

Power-Strength Metrics = A combination of several measurements. An attempt to 
classify the DE prospect as more of a battle-in-the-trenches type of DE, a ‘bull-
rusher’, and/or a DE prospect who has some DT capabilities. 

Speed-Agility Metrics = A combination of several speed, agility, size measurements. 
A unique measuring system to look for DEs who profile more as speed-rush, stand-
up DEs, and/or possible OLBs. 

Pass-Rusher Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college 
performance, graded historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, 
this is an attempt to classify whether a particular DE is likely to achieve high sack 
totals in the NFL. We know the ‘system’/scheme the DE goes on to play in has a part 
in future success…but so do the player’s skills and performance history. “You can’t 
keep a good man/DE down,” we’d like to think. 

Tackling Rating = A combination of physical measurables, and college performance, 
graded historically for future NFL profiling. In the simplest of terms, this is an 
attempt to classify the DE as one more likely to be involved in a heavy amount of 
tackles, tackles for a loss, and forced fumbles. Lower-scoring DEs in this subcategory 
tend to be more pure pass-rushers/specialists. This is also our attempt to quantify, if 
it’s possible, the ‘toughness’ of a player. 

  

  

2017 NFL Draft outlook… 
Obviously, everyone has Garrett #1 overall. I do believe there is a case to be made 
that Cleveland will take Mitchell Trubiskyat #1 overall because quarterback trumps 
defensive end in importance to an NFL franchise. My money is on Cleveland taking 
Trubisky ahead of Garrett, and then the 49ers taking Garrett or trading the pick to 
another team so they can get Garrett plus a pick. 

NFL Outlook: If lesser-talented Joey Bosa can rack big numbers in the NFL 
then Myles Garrett certainly can. I cannot explain the vast difference in Garrett 
versus Bosa. If Garrett is more like Khalil Mack or Vic Beasley, remember it took 
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those guys a half a season or more to find their stride. People thought they might be 
busts after a few games. Garrett may have that same short learning curve and then 
‘pop’. Garrett COULD be an all-time great…or just another inflated DE hype prospect. 
I lean towards Garrett being great but don’t rule out another inflated DE prospect 
who leaves us wanting. 
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