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The NWT Professional Media Association  
is here to foster our film industry in the North. 

We are proud to support the  
Yellowknife International Film Festival.
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The focus of YKIFF 2017 is on stories from the circumpolar north with an industry 
programming emphasis on content creation in the NWT. We shine the spotlight 
on the different ways NWT filmmakers have realized their film and TV projects and 
what they have learned along the way.

We love to share the films that inspire us to continue to create and consume 
quality media from across the globe. We hope you love the festival program as 
much as we do full of new content and emerging filmmakers that our changing 
the way we see Canadian cinema. The NWT and its abundance of creative people 
are also changing the face of the north, and its fantastic.

In partnership with the NWT Professional Media Association the festival  brings 
you exciting workshops, panels, and networking events to further your career 
in content creation. These opportunities are specifically designed to assist NWT 
filmmakers make the right connections, stay informed on funding opportunities, 
learn more about their craft, and develop professional relationships.

I would love to thank all the festival volunteers, the Board of WAMP and the NWT 
PMA, and all our wonderful funders and Sponsors! Lets make this year one to 
remember and celebrate all the hard work of these talented creators!

Jeremy Emerson 
Festival Director



4

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 25
Journeys To Adaka 7 PM
CANADA (YUKON), FRITZ MUELLER, TERESA EARLE, 60 MINUTES 
DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE, SPONSORED BY NORTHWESTEL

Journeys to Adäka is the story of seven indigenous artists who look to the past for the strength 
to overcome a legacy of hurt, becoming cultural giants and leaders in the process. This 
one-hour documentary follows its subjects as they prepare for the Adäka Cultural Festival in 
Whitehorse, Yukon, inviting viewers into carving sheds, kitchens and community halls.

This documentary paints a moving portrait of self-empowered indigenous communities at an 
inflection point in our history. Journeys to Adäka was produced in association with Yukon First 
Nations Culture and Tourism Association with support from Canada Media Fund, Yukon Film 
Production Fund and Northwestel Community TV.

The Last Walk
ALASKA’S ANNA HOOVER, GREENLAND’S PIPALUK JORGENSEN AND JOHANNES LYNGE, AND NWT’S JERRI THRASHER, 
42 MINUTES 
DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE

A sister sets out into the unforgiving land to find her sister, who has been banished from their 
community for negligence that ended tragically. The banished sister has battled depression 
since the great loss, causing her to isolate herself from her community. Knowing her sister 
lacks the skills to survive on her own, the sister attempts to forgive her and bring her home to 
continue their lives.
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Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked The World 7 PM
CANADA, CATHERINE BAINBRIDGE, ALFONSO MAIORANA, 1 HOUR 43 MINUTES

Rumble: The Indians Who Rocked the World is a feature documentary about the role of Native 
Americans in popular music history.

RUMBLE will tell the story of a profound, essential, and, until now, missing chapter in the 
history of American music: the Indigenous influence. Featuring music icons Charley Patton, 
Mildred Bailey, Link Wray, Jimi Hendrix, Jesse Ed Davis, Buffy Sainte-Marie, Robbie Robertson, 
Randy Castillo, and others, RUMBLE will show how these talented Native musicians helped 
shape the soundtracks of our lives.

THURSDAY, OCT 26

The Other Side Of Hope 9:30 PM
FINLAND/GERMANY, AKI KAURISMAKI, 101 MINUTES

Winner of the Silver Bear at the Berlin Film Festival, the new film from Finnish master Aki 
Kaurismäki (Le Havre) intertwines the stories of two itinerant protagonists: Khaled (Sherwan 
Haji), a young Syrian refugee who drifts into Helsinki harbour as a stowaway; and Wikström 
(Sakari Kuosmanen), a travelling salesman turned restaurateur, who finds Khaled sleeping 
outside his diner and hires him as a cleaner and dishwasher.
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When They Awake! 9 PM
CANADA, PJ MARCELLINO, HERMON FARAHI, 1 HOUR 32 MINUTES 
DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE

WHEN THEY AWAKE documents a remarkable generation of established and emerging 
Indigenous musicians in a moment of cultural and political resurgence. In this era of native 
resurgence, from Idle No More to Standing Rock, Indigenous musicians across North America 
are making their voices heard... and people are starting to listen. Working in every genre from 
Hip Hop to Rock to EDM and beyond, a generation of native musicians are channeling the pain 
of the past into a stirring, hopeful vision of the future. It is this generation and their astonishing 
music that WHEN THEY AWAKE bears witness. 

Long Time Running  7 PM
CANADA, JENNIFER BAICHWAL, NICHOLAS DE PENCIER, 1 HOUR 37 MINUTES

Long Time Running tracks the most trying chapter in the Hip’s long history. Determined to 
go out on his own terms, Downie convinces his bandmates to tour in support of their new 
record, Man Machine Poem. Given Downie’s weakened state following weeks of radiation and 
chemotherapy, no one really believed it would happen. But little by little, he and the boys 
marshall their forces to deliver the most exhilarating and celebratory shows of their lives.

FRIDAY, OCT. 27
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Two Lovers And A Bear 9:30 PM
USA, KIM NGUYEN, 1 HOUR 36 MINUTES

Lucy and Roman are deeply and claustrophobically in love, having limited interaction with the 
few other people (including Lucy’s family) who live in their remote town of Apex in Nunavut. 
But when Lucy is offered a scholarship to continue her studies, in plunges Roman — whose 
psychological equilibrium is tentative at the best of times — into a deep depression. He shuts 
Lucy out (literally), but finally accedes to her pleas that they spend time together before her 
imminent departure. Reunited, the couple sets out on one last voyage through the uncharted 
Arctic wilderness, where it soon becomes clear that Lucy has equally debilitating (and perhaps 
even more dire) demons of her own.
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Canada Short Program 1 PM
 SPONSORED BY NORTHWESTEL

SATURDAY, OCT. 28

Bleu Tonnerre 
Canada, Jean Marc E. Roy,  

Philippe David Gagne, 17 min

The Mad Trapper 
DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE

Canada, Dez Loreen, 6 min

Ukaliq and Kalla Go Fishing
Canada, Nadia Mike, 5 min

Elevator Friends 
DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE 

Canada, Michel Wiles, 8 min

Dal Segno 
DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE

Canada, Jen Walden, 13 min

Camera Trap
Canada, Marty O’Brien, 30 minNo Reservations

Canada, Trevor Carrol, 12 min

In The Beginning Was  
Water And Sky

Canada, Mackenzie Gruer, 14 min
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Short Documentary Program 3 PM
 SPONSORED BY NORTHWESTEL

Mammoth 
Russia, Grant Slater, 26:02 min

Northbound
Norway, Jørn Nyseth Ranum, 8:38 min

Wild Kitchen 
DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE

Canada, Caroline Cox, 22 min

Hot Rod Sunday
DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE
Canada, Kevin Klingbeil

Great Slave Rock Slabs 
DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE

Canada, Rob Lok, Rich McIntosh, 6:15 min

The Accord
Iceland, RC Cone, 19:15 min
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Edna’s Bloodline 5 PM
CANADA, EVA WUNDERMAN, 58 MINUTES

The Commissioner in Nunavut, Edna Elias, receives an email from a distant relative in Sweden, 
Fredrik Norberg. Fredrik tells her he is writing a novel based on Edna’s great grandfather 
Petter Norberg’s life. Petter Norberg was also the brother of Fredrik’s great grandfather.  Edna 
and Fredrik decide to go on a joint mission to trace Petter’s incredible adventures in Canada.  
Petter left Sweden in the late 1800’s and found his passion for the dangerous and challenging 
life in Canada’s far North. His life differed drastically from Fredrik’s great grandfather, who 
remained in Sweden.  During the trip to Nunavut, Fredrik discovers a culture very foreign to 
his own and decides to share the Swedish roots with Edna. Both learn a priceless lesson about 
how the knowledge of their origins helps bridge the gulf between their ancestors and their 
own future.

I Am Not Your Negro 7 PM 
USA, RAOUL PECK, 1 HOUR 35 MINUTES

Master filmmaker Raoul Peck envisions the book James Baldwin never finished, Remember 

This House. The result is a radical, up-to-the-minute examination of race in America, using 
Baldwin’s original words and flood of rich archival material. I Am Not Your Negro is a journey 
into black history that connects the past of the Civil Rights movement to the present of 
#BlackLivesMatter. It is a film that questions black representation in Hollywood and beyond. 
And, ultimately, by confronting the deeper connections between the lives and assassination of 
Medgar Evers, Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr., Baldwin and Peck have produced a work 
that challenges the very definition of what America stands for.
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My Father From Sirius 9:30 PM
FINLAND, EINARI PAAKKANEN, 1 HOUR 20 MINUTES 
DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE

My father from Sirius is a film about a boy who grew up believing his father is a messenger 
between the Earth and the outer space. Now the boy has become a man who wants to find 
out what is true in his father’s worldview. And what is not. Veikko Paakkanen, the father 
of the director Einari Paakkanen, believes that he’s able to cure people from cancer, see 
extraterrestial beings and contact the afterlife.

Sesqui 2017 - Horizon 2:30 PM
CANADA, DREW LIGHTFOOT, 21 MINUTES 
PRINCE OF WALES NORTHERN HERITAGE CENTRE 

HORIZON is SESQUI’s marquee hemispherical film. The 20-minute film is a soaring visual 
symphony that places viewers in the centre of the action during an inspiring showcase of 
Canadian creative expression that unfolds from coast to coast to coast. HORIZON takes its 
audience on a revealing expedition from the highest peaks to the deepest seas, and through 
all ten provinces and three territories. Drawing upon artistic inspiration from across our 
country’s rich cultural mosaic, the film features traditional and contemporary creative works 
set in the unforgettable urban and natural landscapes of our diverse nation.

MONDAY, OCT. 30
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International Shorts Program 1 PM 
*MATURE CONTENT

Oh What A Wonderful Feeling
Canada, Francois Jaros, 15 min

Misgivings
UK, Adrian Mead, 11 min

A State Of Emergency
France/Germany, Tarek Roehlinger, 12 min

The Suitor
USA, Alvaro Congosto, 12 min

Bridging the Gap:  
Rebellion | Teeth 

Scotland, Thomas Hogben, 10:48 min

Thanks For Everything
Norway, Frank Aron Gardso, 30 min

SUNDAY, OCT. 29
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CBC Spotlight 3 PM
 

We Matter
Canada, Kelvin Redvers, 4 minutes

The Missing Tourist
Canada, Geoff Morrison, 44 min

Exhibitionists
Canada, Various, 15 min

Sami Blood 4:30 PM
SWEDEN ,AMANDA KERNELL, 1 HOUR 50 MINUTES

Amanda Kernell’s powerful feature debut Sámi Blood explores the Scandinavian variant of 
a shameful practice employed by self-proclaimed “civilized” (i.e., white) nations around the 
world in the 19th and 20th centuries: the systematic removal of Indigenous children from their 
parents, homes, and traditional lifestyles and forced integration into an educational system 
that taught them that their customs and lifestyles were inferior at best.

Kernell’s heroine Elle Marja (Lene Cecilia Sparrok) is a teenage Sámi girl in the 1930s who is sent 
to a boarding school that is intended to raise its Indigenous charges to a level “acceptable” to 
the rest of Swedish society. 
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Hello Destroyer 7 pm
CANADA, KEVAN FUNK, 110 MINUTES 
*MATURE CONTENT AND PRODUCER IN ATTENDANCE

Timely, uncompromising, and devastating, Kevan Funk’s Hello Destroyer raises deeply 
troubling questions about how we teach boys to become adults, particularly within the 
context of our national obsession: hockey. A new recruit on the minor league Prince 
George Warriors, Tyson Burr (TIFF 2016 Rising Star Jared Abrahamson) is an enforcer whose 
primary tasks are digging the puck out of corners and protecting more skilled players. He is 
painfully shy and inarticulate, the product of a world that values aggression over emotional 
development. Spurred on by his cliché-spewing coach, Tyson inadvertently injures another 
player and soon discovers that the “family” he has grown up in is a lot more self-serving and 
cutthroat than he thought.

Borg/McEnroe 9:30 PM
SWEDEN/DENMARK/FINLAND, JANUS METZ PEDERSEN, 1 HOUR 47 MINUTES

Borg/McEnroe tells the story of the epic rivalry between Swedish tennis legend Björn Borg 
(Sverrir Gudnason) and his greatest adversary, the brash American John McEnroe (Shia 
LaBeouf), which came to a head during the 1980 Wimbledon Championships. By 1980, 
Sweden’s Borg has already won Wimbledon four times. He is 24 years old, adored, wealthy, 
and engaged to be married. Yet despite his serene public persona, Borg has been tormented 
by anxiety all his life. His opponent, New Yorker John McEnroe, is a wizard on the court, a 
whirlwind of fury and precision. The public loves to loathe McEnroe, who on the court can 
explode at any moment into tantrums of expletive-laden insults directed at umpires and 
spectators alike. But McEnroe also suffers mental anguish. Both men will bring their immense 
talents — and inner demons — with them when they finally face off in one of the most 
suspenseful events in tennis history.
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