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The Chicago International Children’s Film Festival 
School Field Trips: High School Programs 

 
 
Please join us on a field trip to the 34

th
 Chicago International Children’s Film Festival, the largest film festival for kids and teens 

in North America. Festival dates are October 27 – November 5.  
 

Get more information and book a field trip:  https://festival.facets.org/  
 
This year we’re screening over 280 films from 47 countries and since the Festival is Academy Award qualifying, one of the films 
your student sees might win an Oscar! Festival filmmakers will also be in attendance at select screenings for post-screening 
Q&A’s.  
 
For your field trip, please choose from short film programs or feature films. We have screenings at 8 venues in the Chicago area, 
ranging from Hyde Park to Wilmette. The Festival provides media education for all field trips, with curriculum attendant to the 
Common Core Standards and interactive discussions led by trained media educators.  
 
We hope that your class will be able to come see the best multicultural films for young audiences – films that will open 
students’ eyes and minds to new worlds, new people, and new ideas. 

 
 
Multiple Venues  
 

 Facets 
1517 W Fullerton Ave, Chicago 
 

 The Music Box Theatre  
3373 N Southport Ave, Chicago  
 

 Alliance Française 
810 N Dearborn St, Chicago 
 

 University of Chicago, Logan Center for the Arts 
915 E 60th St, Chicago 
  
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 1 and Thursday, November 2 

 
 

https://festival.facets.org/
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SPINDRIFT 
Grades 6+ 
89 minutes, including media education 
 

Monday, October 30 
11:45AM-1:14PM 
Music Box Theatre 1 
 
Friday, November 3 
11:45AM – 1:14PM 
Wilmette Theatre 2 
 
Animation can have a wild side and can deal with sophisticated 
themes with edgy approaches to form and format. This program features the best in animation’s varied approaches 
and style, from stop-motion to hand-drawn documentaries – and everything in between. 
 
Themes: Sci-fi, Fantasy/Identity/Disconnection & Reconnection/Isolation 
 
My Life on Mars     France   English 
Poles Apart     England   English 
Citipati      Germany   Nonverbal 
Habitat      Switzerland  Nonverbal 
Au Revoir Balthazar     Switzerland  Nonverbal 
Spindrift      Scotland   English 
The Garden     Turkey   Nonverbal 
The Burden     Sweden   Swedish 

 

 
WINDOW HORSES 
Grades 7+ 
110 minutes, including media 
education 
 
Wednesday, November 1 
10:00AM – 11:50AM 
Alliance Française 
 
Animated Feature Film 
Canada 
In English 
Directed by: Ann Marie Fleming 

 
A film about the love of family, history, and culture, Window Horses uses poetry to cross cultural 
lines and break down xenophobic barriers. Stuck flipping burgers, Rosie Ming is secretly a self-
published poet. One day, she’s invited to a prestigious international poetry festival in Iran. Her 
over-protective Chinese grandparents don’t tell her that her long-gone father might be in Iran. 
Can she find her own poetic voice and embrace her never-before glimpsed heritage? More 
imminently, can she carry her own in the big poetry slam? Featuring the voices of Sandra Oh 
(Grey’s Anatomy) and Ellen Page (Juno). Based on the graphic novel, Window Horses: the 
Poetic Persian Epiphany of Rosie Ming 
 
Themes: poetry, multi-cultural cross-discipline exploration in the arts, immigration, Iranian history in the 1970’s; cross-
cultural marriage, search for patrilineal connections, grandparents, finding artistic/literary voice; Persian poetry, 
history, culture; identity, travel & adventure, female roles in traditional culture vs modern Canada, losing 
preconceptions, co-artist support, bravery. 
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GOODBYE TO ALL THAT 
Grades 8+ 
91 minutes, including media 
education 
 
Wednesday, November 1 
10:15AM – 11:46AM 
Music Box Theatre 2 
 
 
Poles Apart      England  English 
Not Just Another Commute    France, Belgium Nonverbal 
I Am Here      Canada  English 
Kukuska      Russia   Nonverbal 
Au Revoir Balthazar     Switzerland   Nonverbal  
The Shelter      Norway  Norwegian 
The Burden      Sweden  Swedish 
 
The characters in this collection of animated shorts are looking forward to moving on with their 
lives. This program features the best in animation’s varied approaches and style, from stop-
motion to hand-drawn documentaries – and everything in between. 
 
 
 
 
 

MILES AHEAD 
Grades 8+ 
94 minutes, including media 
education 
 
Wednesday, November 1 
11:45AM – 1:19PM 
Facets Theater 1 
 
 
Threads      Canada  Nonverbal 
Ships Passing in the Night  Germany   

Darwin's Cave      Portugal  Portuguese 
Poles Apart      England  English 
Scrap Dolls      USA   English 
Far From Home     Mexico   Spanish 
 
The characters in these films make meaningful connections by having open hearts and minds. 
In one film, Jason has recently lost a close friend. With the unspoken help from a neighborhood 
artist, he learns how to connect with and pay respect to his feelings. In another short, a tourist is 
totally out of her element while on vacation. It takes a kind stranger to help turn her trip, and her 
feelings, around. 
 
Themes: Pay It Forward, Empathy, Coming together though miles apart; friendship starts with small gesture. 

 

English, Ewe, Italian, Arabic, Tigrinya 
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THE WAIT 
Grades 8+ 
77 minutes 
 

Thursday, November 2 
11:45AM – 1:03PM  
Facets Theater 1 
 
Thursday, November 2 
11:45AM – 1:03PM 
Reva and David Logan Center 
 
Documentary Feature Film 
Denmark 
In Danish, Dari with English subtitles 
Directed by: Emil Langballe 
M (for maturity) 

 
Fourteen-year-old Afghan refugee Rokhsar has a lot of weight on her sholders. Not only does 
she have school and friends to deal with, but her family’s citizenship depends on her. Rokhsar 
Sediqi lives in Denmark with family. She is popular, does well in school, and is a real leader for 
her soccer team. There is just one thing wrong: it’s been five years and Rokhsar and her family 
still haven’t recieved asylum status. Rokhsar is able to apply on behalf of her family, as a minor, 
since she has already integrated well and knows the language and customs. As they await the 
final decision, will the burden and the stress change Rokhsar forever? 
 
Themes: identity, family, immigration, community, support systems; overcoming obstacles, perseverance, surviving trauma as 
individual/family, understanding differences, representing adult issues while a minor, United Nations Rights of the Child. 


