
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
     
Friends of SDSU Submits More than 106,000 Signatures for SDSU West Initiative 

 
SAN DIEGO, CA (January 16, 2017) – Friends of SDSU today submitted 106,134 total signatures from San 
Diego voters to the San Diego County Registrar of Voters to qualify the SDSU West Initiative for a 2018 
ballot. The Initiative, which directs the sale of the Mission Valley stadium site to San Diego State 
University (SDSU) for the development of a new campus, garnered nearly 50 percent more signatures 
than the required 71,646.  

“San Diegans have long called for an alternative that transforms the Mission Valley stadium site for the 
benefit of all residents. SDSU West officially answers that call today,” said San Diego City Council 
President Pro Tem Barbara Bry. “SDSU West is the only plan for this site that will protect taxpayers, 
guarantee a permanent and public River Park and open space, and affirm San Diego's identity as a hub 
for education and innovation." 

“Today’s milestone moves us one step closer to unlocking even greater potential for SDSU and for our 
region,” said Friends of SDSU steering committee member Fred Pierce.  “We look forward to working 
closely with the entire San Diego community over the next year to make SDSU West a reality for our 
University, City, and Region.”  

San Diego State University’s 283-acre campus on Montezuma Mesa is currently landlocked, leaving the 
University unable to grow its academic, research and housing facilities to meet increased student 
demand. SDSU West creates the opportunity for SDSU to expand its campus to continue to meet the 
growing higher education needs of the San Diego region.  

“Further investments in academics and research will help drive our regional innovation economy and 
foster workforce development,” said Friends of SDSU steering committee member Bill Hammett. “Each 
year, SDSU is forced to turn away thousands of qualified students simply for a lack of space. With the 
ability to expand, SDSU can continue its more than 150-year legacy of educating our City’s future 
leaders, thinkers and innovators.” 
 
In November 2017, San Diego State University released its “SDSU Mission Valley” vision for the stadium 
site, should they have the opportunity to acquire it. The University envisions a vibrant university campus 
that is appropriately sized for the Mission Valley community and designates more than half of the site as 
permanent, public open space, including a 50-acre River Park. If approved, SDSU will further develop this 
plan through a public process and complete a full environmental review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).   

“SDSU West is a positive choice not only for our community, but for our environment,” said SDSU 
Professor Emeritus of Communications Peter Andersen. “The initiative requires that any plan from SDSU 

https://sdsuwest.org/


undergo a full environmental review, a critical step toward ensuring a plan that mitigates its impacts and 
benefits all San Diegans.” 
 
About Friends of SDSU 
Friends of SDSU is a group of alumni, community and business leaders working collectively to enable 
SDSU to grow, prosper and continue to meet the higher education needs of our region. Friends of SDSU 
and its SDSU West Campus Research Center, Stadium, and River Park Initiative (SDSU West) operate 
independently of San Diego State University. For more information on Friends of SDSU, please visit 
http://www.sdsuwest.org. 
 

Paid for by Friends of SDSU, a coalition of SDSU alumni, business and 
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